LEADERSHIP VISIT SPEAKERS
Available information at time of printing.

Mike Ballantyne
Land Brokerage Specialist/Managing Partner
Thornton Oliver Keller Commercial Real Estate

David Bieter
Mayor
City of Boise

Michael has 21 years of experience specializing in land acquisition and disposition, as well as investment brokerage.
Since 2005, Michael has completed
transactions with an aggregate value in
excess of $294 million and comprising
more than 31,000 acres of land
throughout Southwest Idaho. Michael
serves as the managing partner of
Thornton Oliver Keller. In this role, he
collaborates with the company's leadership team, offers insight and direction in business organization, planning, personnel management and corporate vision. In addition, he has
performed site selection throughout the western U.S. Some
of his customers and clients include: Bank of the Cascades,
Key Bank, Marvell Semiconductor, Allstate Insurance Company, The Athlete's Foot, Bridgestone/Firestone, Costco
Wholesale, Tates Rents, Inc., Prestige Care, Inc., Regence
BlueShield of Idaho, The Wolff Companies, Micron Technology,
Hewlett Packard, Saint Alphonsus Regional Medical Center,
Kindred Healthcare, and the Boise School District. Michael
holds the prestigious Certified Commercial Investment Member (CCIM) designation. Only about 15,000 commercial real
estate professionals worldwide hold the CCIM designation.
Michael also holds the Society of Industrial and Office Realtors
(SIOR) designation. He is a Graduate of the Realtors Institute
(GRI) and is a member of the Ada County, Idaho, and National
Association of Realtors. Michael is also a member of the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) and the Realtors Land Institute (RLI). In 2001, Michael was recognized as
one of Idaho's "Accomplished Under Forty" by the Idaho Business Review. In 2011, he co-chaired the Boise Valley Economic
Partnership (BVEP) Competitive Edge Initiative, raising nearly
$4 million to bring new jobs to the community. In 2012,
Michael was recognized by the Idaho Business Review as a
"CEO of Influence" in Idaho. In 2013, Michael chaired the
BVEP Board of Directors. Michael currently chairs the Small
Business Administration's Regional Regulatory Fairness Board
for Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Alaska. Michael holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies and Spanish
from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon. He also attended the Universidad de Alicante in Spain.

David was elected Mayor of Boise in
2003, fulfilling a dream he's had since
he was a boy growing up in the city's
North End. He's now serving his fourth
four-year term and is the longest serving mayor in the city's 150-year history.
From the beginning, Mayor Bieter's
mission has been to make Boise the
most livable city in the country, a goal
that continues to transform the city
government's culture, drive its strategic direction and build
Boise's reputation as a welcoming city and center for business, culture, education and outdoor recreation. Mayor Bieter was born in Boise, attended Bishop Kelly High School
and received a degree in International Studies from The College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn. He earned his law degree from the University of Idaho and gained experience in
municipal government as civil counsel to Bonner County in
North Idaho. He later served as a land-use specialist in the
Ada County Prosecutor's Office before opening a private
practice in Boise. Bieter was appointed to his father's seat
in the Idaho Legislature following the tragic death of his parents, Pat and Eloise Bieter, in a car accident in 1999. He was
re-elected to the District 19 House seat in 2000 and 2002.
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Cherie Buckner-Webb
Idaho State Senator
Elected to the Idaho House of Representatives in 2010 and the Idaho
Senate in 2012 and 2014 by a wide
margin, Cherie's message reflects
the same collaborative and visionary
goals she emphasizes in her life and
work. As the Senate Assistant Minority Leader, she serves on the Transportation, Education and State
Affairs Standing Committees as well
as the Capitol Services, Public Defense Reform, Legislative
Council, Idaho Council on Indian Affairs and Justice Reinvestment interim committees. She serves as Senate Minority
Caucus Chair and as a State Director for Women in Govern-
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ment, and she is Idaho's first African-American legislator. A
fifth-generation Idahoan, Cherie is the principal of a successful coaching and consulting business and a respected voice
in Idaho's business community. Her experience spans multiple disciplines, in a variety of roles with both corporate and
small business enterprises. She also is a nationally recognized keynote speaker, consultant, coach and community
leader. Buckner-Webb has also been focused on improving
Idaho's economy and adding good-paying jobs. Encouraging
input from the business community, she recognizes that to
attract business, the state must offer a well-trained pool of
applicants. This means investing in public schools, higher education and workforce training programs, and Cherie has
been a tireless proponent of improving all three. In 2014, she
also supported the Hire Idaho Act, a bill that would have
given Idaho companies preference against out-of-state companies when bidding on state government contracts. Cherie
is also a leading voice in the fight against discrimination in
Idaho. She is the co-sponsor of legislation to "Add the
Words," which aims to end legalized discrimination against
Idahoans because of gender identity and/or sexual orientation. Cherie has also been a strong ally on issues concerning
women's rights and continues to promote fair treatment for
all. Her leadership also extends into the non-profit sector.
She is the founding board member of the Idaho Black History
Museum in Boise and has won numerous awards for her public service. Cherie attended Boise schools: Central, Washington, and Lowell Elementary Schools, North Junior High, Boise
High School and Boise State University. She also attended
the University of Alabama and graduated from George Fox
University with a Bachelor of Arts, Management and Organizational Leadership degree. She earned a Master of Social
Work degree from Northwest Nazarene University.
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Bill Connors
President & CEO
Boise Metro Chamber of Commerce
Prior to joining the Boise Chamber, Bill
served on the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Association Committee of 100,
representing the most influential association CEOs in the U.S. Bill began his
career as an educator in upstate New
York, where he was a teacher, guidance
counselor, coach and school administrator. In the 1990’s, he entered leadership positions in the nation's most prominent travel industry
trade associations in Boston and Washington, D.C. Since arriving in Boise in 2009, Bill has been appointed Vice Chairman of the Boise Airport Commission, and to the Boards of
the Idaho Technology Council, Idaho Business for Education,
Boise Valley Economic Partnership, Boise Convention & Visitor's Bureau, Downtown Boise Association and Association
of Chamber of Commerce Executives. He also chairs the Better Boise Coalition and the Idaho Chamber Alliance and was
named "Idaho CEO of Influence" in 2012 by the Idaho Business Review. Previously, Bill was executive director and COO
of the Global Business Travel Association (GBTA), the world's
largest business travel organization. In seven years with
GBTA, Bill grew the organization's revenue 72 percent, while
expanding the organization to new offices in Australia,
Canada, Mexico, Brazil and Europe. While in Washington, Bill
was appointed by President Bush to the Next Generation Air
Transportation Board and the Aviation Security Advisory
Council. He held board seats on the U.S. Travel Association,
the Convention Industry Council, Business for Diplomatic Action, the Travel Institute and the Alexandria, VA Convention
& Visitors Bureau. Prior to GBTA, Bill held the position of Senior Vice President of the American Society of Travel Agents
(ASTA) in Washington, DC, and before that, was Vice President of the Travel Institute in Boston, MA. Bill has a bachelor’s degree from St. Lawrence University, and holds four
master’s degrees.
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Dale Dixon
Chief Innovation Officer
Better Business Bureau Northwest + Pacific

Clark Krause
Executive Director
Boise Valley Economic Development Partnership

Dale has 30-years of broadcast news
and media communication experience
working in radio and for CBS, ABC, &
NBC-TV affiliates. Dale is a regular contributor to daily newspapers, TV and
radio stations and speaks to live audiences about personal development,
business ethics and protecting your
money from scams. Dale is an Associated Press and Idaho Press Club award winner, Better Business Bureau Integrity Counts honoree, and was named an
Idaho Business Review Accomplished Under 40 recipient.

Clark Krause has been the Executive Director of the Boise Valley Economic
Partnership (BVEP) since 2010. In that
time, Clark has been instrumental in
creating a new mission based on measurable and accountable actions and
goals. In the past six-plus years, the organization has welcomed 23 companies and over 4,300 jobs to the Boise
Metro. Clark has been on dozens of national sales missions
promoting the Boise Valley to companies and site consultants, built a marketing program and public relations outreach, and actively advocates for local and statewide
programs that will jumpstart economic-based job growth. He
was also instrumental in helping pass two new state incentives: the Idaho Opportunity Fund and the Tax Reimbursement Incentive. Clark's knowledge of state incentive
programs has helped Idaho become a nationally competitive
player in economic development. Clark’s team created “Grow.
Ideas. Here.”, an initiative that launched in 2014 to assist
local Boise Metro companies attract new workforce talent. In
2017, Clark redesigned the organization, strategically adding
two workforce talent experts to the team; BVEP is now
uniquely positioned to help companies grow workforce talent
in the next decade. An organization dedicated to helping the
community grow, find and keep the talent needs of the future.
Clark came to BVEP with a strong history and experience in
economic development, spending seven years as President
and CEO of the New Mexico Partnership. During his tenure
at the New Mexico Partnership, Clark and his team were
tasked with out of state recruitment of economic-based jobs
into New Mexico. Under his leadership, the Partnership attracted 45 companies and created over 14,000 jobs in the
state. Prior to his time in New Mexico, Clark was the Director
of Economic Development for Cedar City/Iron County, Utah,
where he recruited nine companies, 1,150 jobs, and $185 million worth of industrial development. He also spent seven
years as Director of Sales and Marketing for the Brian Head
Ski Resort in southern Utah, and ten years in sales and marketing for American Honda Motor Corporation and Ford
Motor Company.

Mike Francis
Owner/Brewer
Payette Brewing Company
Mike left corporate life as an industrial
engineer to engineer some industry of
his own. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of
Washington and spent nearly three
years as an industrial engineer with
Boeing Corporation in Seattle before deciding to take a different path. After receiving an Associate Degree in Brewing
Technology from Chicago's Siebel Institute of Technology, he
spent a brief amount of time at Schooner Exact Brewing in
Seattle. Then he headed to his home turf of Boise in 2010 to
establish Payette Brewing Company. After six years in business, the company has expanded its reach by opening a second production facility and tasting room in the heart of
downtown Boise, which functions as its main office and headquarters.
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Dr. Robert W. Kustra
President
Boise State University
Dr. Bob Kustra has led a transformation that has turned Boise
State into a metropolitan research university of distinction.
In 2016, Boise State was officially designated a Carnegie doctoral research university — a
goal of Dr. Kustra’s since he was
appointed president in 2003.
Harnessing the creativity and
can-do attitude that Boise State
football famously exhibited in
three Fiesta Bowl wins, Dr. Kustra continues to challenge our campus community to reimagine and reinvent the higher education experience to better
prepare our students to take their place in the workplace of
today and tomorrow. The latest example is the College of Innovation and Design, providing new cross-disciplinary majors and courses designed to build the skills employers
demand, while incubating the most innovative and exciting
ideas facing Boise State and higher education today. The campus community has changed dramatically with increases in
the number of full time students, the academic profile of incoming students, the number of out-of-state students, and a
focus on maintaining a vibrant undergraduate atmosphere
and experience. Boise State now confers more than 46 percent of all bachelor’s degrees awarded by Idaho public colleges and universities and has also more than doubled its
graduate offerings. It is now the largest graduate college in
Idaho. Boise State’s campus has expanded considerably in
Dr. Kustra’s tenure. After nearly $400 million in capital development, the university now boasts state-of-the art multidisciplinary buildings, high-tech classrooms, clean rooms and
laboratories, and cutting-edge facilities for the arts, business
and economics, engineering, science, public policy and more.
The University recently broke ground on an innovative and
iconic Center for Fine Arts and planning is underway for the
Micron Center for Materials Research, enabled by a $25 million donation from the Micron Foundation. Before coming to
Idaho, Dr. Kustra had a long and distinguished career in public service in Illinois, serving two terms as lieutenant governor, and 10 years in the Illinois legislature, where he served
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in leadership. He chaired the Illinois Board of Higher Education, responsible for funding and oversight of the state’s nine
public universities. He served as president of the Midwestern
Higher Education Commission and president of Eastern Kentucky University. He has held faculty positions at Northwestern University, the University of Illinois-Chicago, Loyola
University of Chicago and the University of Illinois-Springfield. Each week, Dr. Kustra features lively conversations with
some of the nation’s leading fiction and non-fiction authors
on his radio show, Reader’s Corner, which airs weekly on
Boise State’s NPR station. Dr. Kustra holds degrees from
Benedictine College and Southern Illinois University, and a
Ph.D. in political science from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.

Peter O’Neill
Founder & Principal
O’Neill Enterprises, LLC
Peter is the founder of O'Neill Enterprises LLC. In his role as chief advisor
for strategic planning, Pete is active in
identifying potential land acquisition
opportunities and providing experience
insight into the viability of potential
O'Neill Enterprises projects. He was
born and raised in Chappaqua, New
York, and received his B.A. degree from
Dartmouth College in 1959. His first job was as a sales engineer for ALCOA from 1959-1963. He then attended Stanford
University Business School and, upon graduation in 1965,
joined Boise Cascade Corporation. After holding several management positions with Boise Cascade and rising to senior
vice president, he resigned in 1976 to pursue entrepreneurial
ventures. The first was the co-founding of the Sandpiper
Restaurant in Boise. He and his partners built the Sandpiper
into a chain of five restaurants in Idaho and Oregon, selling
the business in 1985. In 1979, O'Neill started River Run Development Company, the predecessor of OE LLC. The venture
developed River Run, a 120-acre planned residential community along the Boise River. River Run received the coveted
Urban Land Institute Award for Excellence in 1990. Other OE
LLC residential communities include Spring Meadow, The
Springs, Meadow Creek and Surprise Valley in Boise; Lane
Ranch in Sun Valley, Idaho; Spring Mountain Ranch in McCall, Idaho; Woodbridge in Meridian, Idaho; and most re-
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cently Bown Crossing, a mixed-use community in southeast
Boise. O'Neill has been active in community affairs, having
served on the boards of a number of community entities including Fundsy, The Greater Boise Area Chamber of Commerce, the Boise Metro Economic Development Council, The
Children's Home/Warm Springs Center, the Boise Futures
Foundation, Bogus Basin and Bogus Basin Ski Racing Alliance. He also served as chairman of the Boise Redevelopment Agency in the mid-1980s, during which time the
planning, refinancing and rebirth of the heart of the city took
place. Currently, he serves on the Steering Committee for
Blueprint for Good Growth and as Chairman of The Treasure
Valley Air Quality Council. He has served on the Board of
Trustees of the College of Idaho and The Nature Conservancy
of Idaho, the steering committee of Blueprint for Good
Growth, and the boards of IdaCorp, Idaho Power Co. and
Building Materials Holding Corporation. O'Neill also has
served on the policy advisory board for the National Association of Homebuilders and on the HarvardMIT Joint Center
for Urban Studies and is a member of the Urban Land Institute.

Mike Rockwood
Executive Vice President, Finance
Balsam Brands
Mike Rookwood is the EVP of Finance
at Balsam Brands, where he manages
the finance, accounting, treasury, and
inventory planning functions, and
serves on the company’s Leadership
Team. Balsam Brands strives to be a
place where employees love their jobs
and that remains profitable. While Mike
loves working to realize these goals with
his Balsam colleagues, the most meaningful portions of his
day are often outside of the workspace. Mike lives in Boise,
Idaho, with his young and growing family, and when he isn’t
watching baseball and soccer games or dance recitals, one
might find him biking in the foothills, running on the greenbelt, or fishing on the river. Mike is a Certified Public Accountant and before joining the Balsam team, worked as a
senior manager for Deloitte. He graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a Masters in Professional Accounting and received a bachelor’s degree from Utah State
University.
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Faisal Shah
Founder
MarkMonitor
After a legal career and a partnership at
Pillsbury Madison & Sutro, a New York
law firm, Shah in 1999 began to cofound technology and services companies in Boise to protect the brands of
corporations and their customers online. His first startup, MarkMonitor,
was sold in 2012 to Thomson Reuters.
His second, First to File, was bought by
CPA Global in 2013. In 2011, Shah co-founded AppDetex to
help mobile-app owners protect their intellectual property by
eliminating fake copycat apps in mobile app stores. Shah is
a co-founder of Trailhead Boise, a nonprofit that helps
Boiseans start and build businesses. He founded the former
Nebula Shift, a tech-business incubator, with partner James
Hepworth. He advises and invests in Idaho startups and
mentors young entrepreneurs in programs such as
Bllaunched, an initiative he established with the Boise Young
Professionals, an arm of the Boise Metro Chamber of Commerce.

Ray Stark
Senior Vice President, Government & Community
Relationships, Events
Boise Metro Chamber of Commerce
In his capacity with the Boise Metro
Chamber of Commerce, Ray oversees
the Chamber's comprehensive program of advocacy of business issues
with local, state and federal governments, including transportation, education and tax policy. Ray also oversees
the Chamber's significant conferences
and events for business and community leaders. Prior to his position with the chamber of commerce, Ray served 12 years on the staff of the Idaho State
Legislature as a financial analyst, with budgetary emphasis
on higher education, health and welfare, prisons and the
state's building program. Among his current community activities, Ray is Past Chairman of the Boise Philharmonic Association and serves on advisory boards for Boise State
University, the University of Idaho and Bishop Kelley High
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School. Ray graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of
Idaho with undergraduate degrees in Political Science and
History and a Master's degree in public administration.

Megan Stoll
Marketing Director & Co-Founder
Treefort Music Fest
Megan is a North Carolina native, but has
called Boise her home
for the past nine years.
She went from working
in the corporate world to
pursuing her love of
music, art, and design.
When she’s not scouring
music blogs, she works in creative marketing by promoting
shows at multiple venues in downtown Boise and helps
bands gain visibility. Megan is a partner in The Duck Club, a
booking and promotions company based in Boise. She is
also a co-founder and Marketing Director of Boise’s Treefort
Music Fest (year #8 in March 2019). Megan is a co-host of
Explorations on Radio Boise, Wednesdays from 5-7 p.m.
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