
       We hope you had a great time connecting with other participants during 

yesterday’s sessions, the Opening Night Reception at the Madison Museum 

of Contemporary Art sponsored by Kinetic Business, and the group 

networking dinner. Today’s sessions will include discussions on tourism, 

talent recruitment, and housing - which are each important aspects of 

building a strong economy. 

       Our opening tourism panel will include industry representatives from 

both Lexington and Madison, followed by a look at Be Madison, the Greater 

Madison Chamber’s talent attraction initiative that serves to recruit and retain 

top talent. The discussion will then provide a spotlight on Epic - one of 

Madison’s most influential employers - as a case study in how company 

culture and community quality of life combine to create a compelling 

environment for workforce retention.  

      The final session of the morning will explore how Madison is confronting 

its housing challenges with innovative, multi-sector solutions that directly 

support workforce retention and economic growth. With parallels to 

challenges faced in the Greater Lexington region, this session will highlight 

replicable approaches - from business-led housing funds to redevelopment 

of underutilized land - and offer actionable ideas for leaders looking to align 

housing policy with workforce needs. 

      This afternoon’s Experience Madison electives sponsored by the 
Downtown Lexington Partnership will enable you to get to know Madison 

on a deeper level through a variety of tours and engagement lunches listed 

in your briefing booklet and on the back of this newsletter.  

      Don’t forget to drop your ideas and thoughts for Greater Lexington 
in the suggestion boxes. Together, we’ll explore the common themes and 

ideas on Friday morning during a session entitled “Capitol Ideas: Lessons 

From Madison.”   
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Thursday Highlights Tourism, Talent, Housing; Experience Madison Electives

PRESENTED BY:

PLATINUM SPONSORS:

Leadership Visit Reception & Dinner 
In Celebration of 250Lex 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Truax Field Air National Guard Base 
We have a very special treat tonight for the Leadership Visit Reception 

& Dinner. The event will be held at the 115th Fighter Wing at Truax Field 

Air National Guard Base, home to the F-35A Lightning II, the most 

advanced fighter jet in the world. While there, we’ll hear from Col. 

Benjamin Gerds, the commander of the 115th Fighter Wing, who is 

responsible for organizing, training and equipping over 1,000 active-

guard and traditional forces that simultaneously serve state and 

federal missions while falling under the Governor of Wisconsin and 

the President of the United States of America. We will also be joined 

by guests from the Madison Chamber Board of Directors and other 

community leaders. Buses will depart for the base at 6:00 p.m. 
and will return to the hotel at 8:45 p.m.

One of the elective tours this afternoon includes the Epic Systems campus in 

Verona, Wisconsin. Epic is one of the largest privately held tech companies in the 

U.S. What makes it unique is each of Epic’s 28 office buildings are themed and 

grouped into mini-campuses - such as the Land of Oz, the Wizards Academy, 

Deep Space, and others. Staff use cow bikes, cow carts, or cow vans to move 

across campus. (Photo from Epic.com)

Did You Know? 

Rodney Dangerfield's classic movie Back 
to School (1986) is set in Madison and 
features classic landmarks like Bascom 
Hill, Lake Mendota, the Red Gym, State 
Capitol Building, and more.



CONFERENCE 
BREAKFAST
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TODAY’S EXPERIENCE MADISON ACTIVITIES:

THURSDAY’S NEWS TO KNOW:
Meeting Room WiFi: 
Sponsored by Bluegrass Sotheby’s International 
Realty, you’ll be able to connect your device to WiFi 

in the Grand Ballroom of The Edgewater Hotel using 

the following information: 
 

Network: LeadershipVisit25 

Password: BGSothebys 

 

Ask Questions Using SLIDO: 
During our sessions at the hotel on Thursday and 

Friday, you’ll be able to ask questions right from 

your mobile device using SLIDO. Follow these 

instructions. 

 

1. Go to www.slido.com on your device. 

2. Enter keyword Madison in the participant box. 

3. Tap the arrow to join the event. 

 

Today’s Elective Activities:  
Hopefully, you have pre-registered for one of 

today’s elective options, but if not, you can check 

availability with Lynda Bebrowsky or Angela Carlos. 

Please arrive 10 minutes prior to the scheduled time 

at the designated departure location, so they can 

begin on time.  

 

Tonight’s Reception & Dinner: 
Tonight’s Reception & Dinner will be held from 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m. inside the 115th Fighter Wing at Truax 

Field Air National Guard Base, home of the flying F-

35 Lightning II. Buses will depart for the base at 
6:00 p.m. and return to the hotel at 8:45 p.m. 

Guys might want to wear a button down and sport 

coat, and ladies may want dresses and wraps. Suits 

and ties and dressy attire are not necessary. 

Civilians are not permitted to have regular 
cameras inside the hangar, but the military will 
have their own photographer at the event.  
 

Luggage Storage for Friday: 
For those who would like to store 

luggage on Friday morning, we have 

reserved the Madison Room located 

on the same level as The Grand 

Ballroom. Participants are responsible 

for retrieving their own bags from storage or their 

room, placing their luggage on the shuttle bus, and 

carrying it through security at the airport.

IN-FLIGHT FOOD 
& BEVERAGE

NAME BADGE 
SPONSOR

OPENING NIGHT 
RECEPTION

WIFI / TEXT ALERT 
SPONSOR

11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to get out and Experience Madison this afternoon to learn more about 

what the area offers through a variety of elective activities. Pre-registration required. Check availability with 
Lynda Bebrowsky or Angela Carlos. Please arrive 10 minutes prior to the departure location outlined in your 

briefing book, so they can begin on time.  

 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Engagement Lunch at The Coopers Tavern 
 Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 11:15 a.m. for bus departure. 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Black Business Hub Tour & Lunch 
 Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 11:15 a.m. for bus departure. 

1:30-3:30 p.m.:   Downtown Guided Walking Tour 
Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 1:15 p.m. for departure. 

1:30-3:30 p.m.:   Captained Pontoon Charter 
Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 1:15 p.m. for departure. 

1:30-4:00 p.m.:   Epic Campus Visit 
Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 1:15 p.m. for bus departure. 

2:00-3:30 p.m.:  Wisconsin State Capitol Guided Tour 
Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 1:30 p.m. for bus departure. 

2:00-4:00 p.m.:  Downtown Madison eBike Tour 
Meet in The Edgewater Hotel lobby at 1:45 p.m. for bus departure. 

EXPERIENCE 
MADISON

PRE-FLIGHT 
BREAKFAST

Did You Know? 

In 1988, The Onion 
was founded by Tim 
Keck and Christopher 
Johnson, students at 
UW-Madison. 

 
Elvis Presley famously 
broke up a street 
fight in Madison in 
1977.

 Post Your Elective Tour Photos to Social Media: 
Remember that you can share your experiences in Madison by posting your  

photos to social media using #Madison2025 and tagging Commerce Lexington. This not  
only helps you connect with others on the trip, but also engages people back home.


