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Today’s Sessions Offer Final Insights & Reflections of Our Time in Madison

We hope you had a great time learning more about Madison
yesterday during elective tours and the engagement lunch. What a
fantastic reception and dinner last night at Truax Field Air National
Guard Base! We appreciate the locals who helped make it happen
and those on the base who were such gracious hosts of our group.
It's not something that is done often there, so we know what a unique
experience it was.

Over the last couple of days, we've learned a lot about Madison in
a variety of areas like higher education, tourism, downtown, talent
recruitment and retention, housing, policy, and more. As we reflect on
our time here, think about things you saw and heard this week that
intrigued you and how they might be applied to Greater Lexington.
During yesterday’s Engagement Lunch facilitated by Tyra Harbut
(Commerce Lexington) and Raquel Carter (Guide Realty) at The
Coopers Tavern, individuals who attended had conversations about
what things resonated with them so far, while considering several
questions such as:

¢ What do you love most about doing business or being part of
the professional community in Lexington?

e Where do you think Lexington leads the way compared to
Madison?

Did You Know?
The University of Wisconsin — Madison, the flagship campus

of Wisconsin’s state university system, leads the charge with
more than $1 billion per year in academic research and
development, consistently ranking among the nation’s top ten
in both research expenditures and patent generation. _
/
Since 1951, UW has made its own ice cream on camiﬁus— a
favorite treat for students and alumni to enjoy at the Memorial
Union Terrace.

¢ What programs, policies, and initiatives in Madison do you find
particularly impressive or worth exploring in Lexington?

e What is the future you’d like to see for Greater LEX, and what
can you do to be the change you want to see?

During the final session entitled “Capitol Ideas: Lessons From
Madison,” we'll explore some of the common themes and ideas that
were mentioned throughout the trip - from the suggestion boxes,
engagement lunch, sessions, and general conversation. There may be
things that we're doing in and around Lexington much better than
Madison, and that’s OK. Everyone is not always aware of programs or
initiatives that may already be happening in your particular industry.
That’'s why it’s important to share what’s going on — because there
may be opportunities to collaborate and enhance what we're already
doing. It is our hope that we can pinpoint at least a few areas that can
be enhanced back home.

Thank you to Luther Deaton and the team at Central Bank for
presenting the Leadership Visit once again, and to all of our sponsors
for making the trip a success! A heartfelt thank you to all of you for
your commitment to the Greater Lexington region and participating in
this trip. We are always better together!
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TODAY’S SESSION HIGHLIGHTS:

8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
POLICY MATTERS
Featuring Kurt Bauer, Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce

Moderated by Nick Nicholson, Commerce Lexington Board Chair-Elect
Kurt Bauer, President & CEO of Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce (WMC), will discuss .
some of key policy issues facing the state from the business perspective. Founded in 1911,
WMC is the combined Wisconsin State Chamber of Commerce, Wisconsin Manufacturers’
Association and the Wisconsin Safety Council. WMC represents 3,800 employers of all sizes
and from every sector of the economy and is referred to as “the state’s most powerful
business and manufacturing group” by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. Bauer became the
fifth head of WMC in 2011, and under his leadership the organization became the first
organization to win both State Chamber of the Year (2020), and the Council of State
Manufacturers Associations Leadership Award (2023).

9:15 - 10:00 a.m.
THE BIGGER PICTURE: FINAL INSIGHTS
Featuring Zach Brandon, Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce, and Bob

Quick, Commerce Lexington

= Zach Brandon has served as President of the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce
since 2012, leading efforts to grow the region’s innovation economy. Mr. Brandon, along with
Commerce Lexington President & CEO, Bob Quick, will cover a variety of topics including
how the Madison Chamber approaches issues like housing, regionalism, talent retention and
recruitment, innovation, and more. Zach previously directed the Wisconsin Angel Network
and served as Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce, where he
advised on global trade and business development. A former entrepreneur, he helped lead
three startups and was CEO of Laundry 101, named a top pick by USA Today in 2003.

Phoo of Memorial Union Terrace from 2009 trip by Woodford Webb, The Webb Companies.

FRIDAY’S NEWS TO KNOW:

Meeting Room WiFi:

Sponsored by Bluegrass Sotheby’s International

Luggage Storage for Friday:

For those who would like to store

Realty, you'll be able to connect your device to WiFi  luggage this morning, we have (d
in the Grand Ballroom of The Edgewater Hotel using  reserved the Madison Room located
the following information: on the same level as The Grand \ \

Ballroom. Participants are responsible
for retrieving their own bags from
storage or their room, placing their luggage on the
shuttle bus, and carrying it through security at the

Network: L eadershipVisit2b
Password: BGSothebys

Ask Questions Using SLIDO:

During our sessions at the hotel on Thursday and
Friday, you'll be able to ask questions right from
your mobile device using SLIDO. Follow these
instructions.

1. Go to www.slido.com on your device.
2. Enter keyword Madison in the participant box.
3. Tap the arrow to join the event.

airport.

Airport Shuttles:

Shuttles to the airport begin shortly after we
adjourn. There are no pre-assigned buses. Shuttles
will depart from the hotel every 15 minutes, until the
last shuttle leaves at 1200 p.m. Lunch will be
served on the flight home.




