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What makes Lexington, Kentucky, unique is its variety – the va-
riety of its landscape, educational opportunities, health care
choices, employment options, family activities, arts and culture,
businesses, and economy.  Our region is among the smartest,
most affordable, job friendly, entrepreneurial, most inspiring, and
innovative places in America.

The Lexington region’s economic success comes largely from
its diverse economy, which has been mentioned by multiple na-
tional sources.  Emsi recently ranked the Lexington MSA among
the top ten “Most Diversified Metro Economies in the U.S..” Lex-
ington’s economic sectors are evenly distributed among govern-
ment, education and health care, retail trade, manufacturing,
professional and business services, and construction. 

The region’s most iconic brand is its scenic beauty provided
by the many horse farms with the backdrop of historic Keeneland
Race Course annually attracting an international audience for Thor-
oughbred horse sales and racing. Keeneland has also hosted the
Breeders’ Cup Championships twice since 2015.

Our city’s thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem cultivates ideas
and opportunities by leveraging a culture of innovation and strong
support structure that helps young companies grow. In 2020, start-
ups created 121 new jobs, raised more than $51 million in capital
funds, and generated $94.5 million in revenue.

A lot has been happening here in recent years – from
streetscape improvements to new and enhanced bike and walking
trails to many hospital expansions to a rapidly-growing high-tech
sector. There’s a perception among many residents here that Lex-
ington is on the move, and the city you are experiencing today is
far different than that of even a decade ago.  The downtown area
continues to see enhancements, from the ongoing expansion of
Central Bank Center (convention center) and upgrades to Rupp
Arena, to LexLive, a new 90,000-square foot entertainment com-
plex set to open in Spring 2021. 

Lexington has been named among the best cities for college
graduates (#2 – SmartAsset), first-time homebuyers (#4 – Wal-

letHub), and economic growth potential among mid-sized cities
(#5 – Business Facilities). Whether you’re coming here to live,
work, start a business, or play, you’ll find the Bluegrass full of
charm and hospitality.  It’s an experience like none other, and you’ll
find yourself wanting to come back again and again or perhaps
you’ll just decide to stay.
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Welcome to the Bluegrass
Lexington, Kentucky (Photo by Bill Straus Photography)

Lexington’s History
Lexington is rich in tradition and history. Well-known ex-

plorer Daniel Boone established nearby Boonesboro, one of
the first settlements in the state, in 1775. It helped pave the
way for others to follow and settle an area known as Mc-
Connell Springs, Lexington’s birthplace. The settlers later
named the area after the site of the opening battle of the Rev-
olutionary War at Lexington, Massachusetts. Fayette County
was named in honor of Marquis de Lafayette, France’s largest
supporter of the American Revolution in 1780. 

Once a part of Virginia, Lexington was granted 710 acres
by the Virginia General Assembly in 1782. Ten years later, Vir-
ginia released Kentucky, and it assumed statehood, making
Frankfort its state capital. 

In 1812, Henry Clay, who is known as “The Great Compro-
miser,” built Ashland, a 400-acre estate. Lexington opened its
first city school in 1834. When the 1890’s rolled around, to-
bacco replaced hemp as the major cash crop in the Bluegrass.
By the early 1900’s, Lexington became the world’s largest bur-
ley tobacco market. 

Historic Keeneland Race Course opened to huge crowds
in 1936, while planes began taking off from nearby Blue Grass
Airport in 1942.  In 1974, the city of Lexington and Fayette
County merged, creating Kentucky’s only urban county gov-
ernment until recently, when Louisville merged its city and
county governments. 
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People Helping People
No one could have imagined the damage the COVID-19 pandemic
would cause to our businesses, our economies, our communities,
and our people.  However, in typical Lexington fashion, people
across our city came together to help anywhere they could, by do-
nating personal protective equipment, feeding children and fami-
lies in need, checking in on neighbors, supporting local
businesses, and doing good deeds for those on the frontline who
are battling the virus on a daily basis. This page features a sam-
pling of efforts to help people in our community. For a more com-
plete list, visit www.commercelexington.com/kudos-corner.html.

Coronavirus Response Fund:
In March 2020, Blue Grass Community Foundation joined with the
United Way of the Bluegrass to launch the Coronavirus Response
Fund to help provide immediate support to vulnerable populations
impacted by the outbreak.  To date, the Coronavirus Response Fund
has awarded more than $1.1 million in charitable grants to fund
organizations and programs in our joint service region with strong
experience working to provide residents with access to food, pre-
scriptions/healthcare, childcare, education, transportation, infor-
mation and other basic needs. The fund is designed to complement
the work of local public health, nonprofit, and government entities,
and to expand local capacity to support individuals and families ex-
periencing hardship because of the outbreak and related closures
and disruptions. To find out more or to donate to the fund, visit
www.bgcf.org/coronavirus-response/coronavirus.

Nourish Lexington:
Nourish Lexington, a call-to-ac-
tion collaboration between Food-
Chain, VisitLEX, Keeneland and
the Murry Family Foundation,
was formed to prepare and dis-
tribute fresh, nutritious meals to
anyone in need. Over 130,000
meals were provided between
April and August 2020. This ef-
fort has provided meals for food
insecure children and families that need immediate access to
meals, including hospitality industry families and vulnerable sen-
iors in affordable housing complexes. If you or someone you know
needs a meal, visit https://foodchainlex.org/index.php/nourish-
lexington or call (859) 428-8380.

Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance Offices
Offering Free WiFi to Students:
With many students doing remote learning at home this year, not
everyone has decent Internet capacity for multiple devices to be
connected at the same time. Kentucky Farm Bureau stepped up to
provide a WiFi option for students and families who may need it
for school or to access valuable community resources.  All 197
Kentucky Farm Bureau offices have WiFi available. Just pull up in
the parking lot to access the signal. Visit www.kyfb.com/find to
find your nearest Kenucky Farm Bureau office.

Kentucky Distilleries Pivot Operations to
Produce Much-Needed Hand Sanitizer:
Not long into the COVID-19 pandemic, distilleries across the state
curtailed production of spirits and began producing hand sanitizer
to meet a critical need across the state, including Commerce Lex-
ington Inc. members Alltech's Lexington Brewing & Distilling Co.,
Beam Suntory, Bluegrass Distillers, Buffalo Trace Distillery, and
James E. Pepper Distilling Co.  A large portion of hand sanitizer
was donated to first responders and throughout the community.

Restaurant Rescue Rally:
Restaurants really took it on the chin
during the pandemic and as of this
writing still haven’t gotten back to nor-
mal operations. One of our member
businesses decided they wanted to go
a step further to help local restaurants.
St. John & Myers Antique and Custom
Jewelry committed to purchasing lunch
from a local restaurant for its staff one
day each week for five weeks and chal-
lenged other businesses to do the same. 

Local Businesses Step Up to Donate or
Manufacture PPE Equipment:
Early in the pandemic when personal protective equipment was
hard to find locally, many local companies and businesses (too
many to mention here) stepped up and pivoted their operations
to produce much-needed items like face shields and face masks,
while others made donations to the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
City of Lexington, and other organizations in need.

DeNova Nurse Assistant Starts
Movement to Help Struggling Patients:
DeNova nurse
assistant, Cindy
Haggan, no-
ticed that some
of their patients
were really
struggling dur-
ing the pan-
demic to obtain
basic needs, so
she selflessly
began collect-
ing bags of un-
wanted clothes at her own expense from family and friends to
bring to the office and hand out to patients who were in need. She
also began making PB&Js for those who, in some cases, had not
eaten in over 24 hours. This onsite resource was affectionately
named “Cindy’s Closet.” To learn more about this effort or make
a donation, contact DeNova at (859) 309-2814. 
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Resources
Food Assistance | God’s Pantry:
God’s Pantry Food Bank serves 50 counties in Central and Eastern
Kentucky in partnership with more than 400 food pantries and
meal programs. Fayette County residents must be referred to
God’s Pantry Food Bank by an approved agency. If you need as-
sistance with a referral for emergency food assistance in Fayette
County, call (859) 259-2308. Intake staff is available Monday – Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Residents of
Fayette County will be asked to provide proof of residency. In ad-
dition to government-issued identification, utility bills and pieces
of mail can be accepted. To find a food pantry or meal program,
visit https://godspantry.org/help.

YMCA Learning Labs:
The YMCA of Central Kentucky, in partnership with LFUCG Parks
and Recreation, opened three Learning Lab locations for students
in grades K-12 who need additional support with their non-tradi-
tional instruction (NTI).  The Labs are located at the Dunbar Com-
munity Center (545 N. Upper Street), the Lexington Public
Library’s Village Branch (2185 Versailles Road), and the Carnegie
Center (251 W. 2nd Street).  This opportunity is available at no
cost. To check hours and sign up on-line visit
www.ymcacky.org/programs/education-enrichment/learning-labs.

Lexington’s Housing Stabilization
Program Assists People Facing Eviction:
The City of Lexington’s Housing Stabilization Program began last
September as a partnership with local human service providers to
provide assistance to local residents struggling with paying rent
or utilities.  The city recently received additional funds to expand
the program, assisting with overdue rent and utility payments and
possible future payments for citizens within federal eligible income
guidelines who have lost income because of the pandemic. For
more information about this program, visit
www.lexingtonky.gov/how-do-i-get-help. 

Utility Assistance:
The Healthy-at-Home Utility Relief Fund, a partnership between
the state and Kentucky's Community Action Network, provides as-
sistance to those financially affected by COVID-19. This fund sub-
sidy and crisis assistance is for the cost of water, wastewater,
electric, or natural gas service. Contact your local Community Ac-
tion Council here in Fayette County at 859-233-4600, and ask about
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  In
addition, several utility companies are working with customers
during this difficult time. Some have suspended disconnections
and others are allowing for payment flexibility. Contact your local
utility to find out what options may work best for your situation.

Lexington Public Library Adds Laptops &
Hotspots to Available Services:
Enhancing its services for the community, the Lexington Public Li-
brary has added 275 laptops to its extensive lists of resources avail-
able at no cost to library cardholders. Laptops can be reserved
on-line at www.lexpublib.org/laptop-checkout, and picked up at
any library location (open or curbside). Adult cardholders 18 and
over may check out a laptop for 14 days, which will automatically
renew, unless another customer places a hold on it. Additionally,
the library announced the purchase of 30 hotspots, or mobile in-
ternet service points, which will be lent to library customers.  The
borrowing period will be 14 days, and they may be renewed if no
other customers are waiting for them.  Hotspots can be reserved
on-line at www.lexpublib.org/wifi-hotspot-checkout. Again, you
must be a library cardholder to reserve these items.

Scan QR Code for More Nonprofits



CommerceLexington.com |   2021 Guide to the Bluegrass 7

Health Care

Blood Banks
Kentucky Blood Center, Inc.
3121 Beaumont Centre Circle, 40503
Phone: (859) 276-2534
www.kybloodcenter.org

Clinics
Baptist Health Medical Group
1051 Newtown Pike, Suite 130, 40511
Phone: (859) 253-0076
www.baptisthealthoccmed.com

Lexington Clinic
1221 South Broadway, 40504
Phone: (859) 258-4000
www.lexingtonclinic.com

Lexington Urgent Care
1701 Nicholasville Road, Suite 100, 40503
Phone: (859) 523-5310
www.urgentcareofky.com

Hospitals
Baptist Health Lexington
1740 Nicholasville Road, 40503-1424
Phone: (859) 260-6100
www.baptisthealthlexington.com

Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital
2050 Versailles Road, 40504-1499
Phone: (859) 254-5701
www.encompasshealth.com/locations/cardinal
hillrehab

CHI Saint Joseph Health
1 Saint Joseph Drive, 40504
Phone: (859) 313-1000
www.chisaintjosephhealth.org

Lexington VA Health Care System, Bowling Campus
1101 Veterans Drive, 40502
Phone: (859) 233-4511
www.lexington.va.gov

Saint Joseph East
150 North Eagle Creek Drive, 40509
Phone: (859) 967-5000
www.chisaintjosephhealth.org/saint-joseph-east-
lexington

Shriners Hospitals for Children
110 Conn Terrace, 40508
Phone: (859) 266-2101
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc

UK HealthCare
www.ukhealthcare.uky.edu

UK Albert B. Chandler Hospital - Pavilion A
1000 South Limestone, 40536
Phone: (859) 323-5000

UK Albert B. Chandler Hospital – Pavilion H & HA
800 Rose Street, 40536
Phone: (859) 323-5000

UK Albert B. Chandler Hospital Pavilion G
Gill Heart & Vascular Institute
800 Rose Street, 40536
Phone: (859) 323-0295

UK Good Samaritan Hospital
310 S. Limestone, 40508
Phone: (859) 226-7000

UK HealthCare – Turfland 
2195 Harrodsburg Road, 40504
Phone: (859) 257-1000

Eastern State Hospital
1350 Bull Lea Road, 40511
Phone: (859) 246-8000

Kentucky Children’s Hospital
UK Chandler Hospital - Pavilion HA, Fourth Floor
800 Rose Street, 40536
Phone: (859) 323-5000

The health care sector has been one of the driving forces of growth
and stability in the Bluegrass economy, with over 18-percent of the
area’s workforce employed in health care and social assistance fields
(U.S. Census Bureau).  In fact, the region’s health care industry is a
big reason that Lexington-Fayette County typically weathers national
economic recessions better than many other communities. 

Lexington’s health care supply is consistently ranked among the
best in North America and the world, while the industry’s constant
expansion is evident in hospital and clinic construction, as well as

renovation projects throughout the city. 
Offering a diverse range of services, including hospitals, clinics,

blood banks, and emergency care, the region provides a variety of
health care options. Area hospitals are prepared to handle everything
from emergency surgery to newborn babies.  Lexington is home to
many innovative and unprecedented medical efforts in the state, na-
tion and the world. The quality of health care is second to none, and
people throughout the state recognize it to be among the best.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Member Hospitals & Clinics:

Note that because of COVID, most
facilities have changed their patient
intake procedures. Find more local
health & wellness options at
http://web.commercelexington.com/
HealthCare. 
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The COVID-19 vaccination will be an important step to
helping Kentucky get back to normal. As of March 1st,
Kentucky was administering vaccinations to Phase 1C
(anyone age 60 and up). As a reminder, there is no cost
to get the vaccine. The federal government has pur-
chased all vaccines being administered in the United
States. The state of Kentucky has opened a Regional Vac-
cination Center at the Kentucky Horse Park. To find other
vaccination locations within Fayette County, visit
www.lexingtonky.gov/vaccines.  For a comprehensive list
of locations across the state of  Kentucky, visit
https://govstatus.egov.com/ky-covid-vaccine. Whether
you have received your vaccination or not, please con-
tinue to follow public health guidelines – wear a mask,
maintain a social distance and continue to wash your
hands repeatedly.

COVID-19 testing options continue to be available around
Fayette County. Visit the City of Lexington’s website at www.lex-
ingtonky.gov/COVID-19/Drive-Thru-Testing, as times and loca-
tions are updated periodically. For information about what to do
if you are exposed to COVID-19 or someone who has tested pos-
itive for the virus, visit the Lexington-Fayette County Health De-
partment on-line at www.lfchd.org, or call the COVID-19 Call
Center at (859) 899-2222. 

There are also plenty of resources, recommendations and
guidelines related to COVID available through the Commonwealth
of Kentucky’s website at http://kycovid19.ky.gov. You’ll also find
a comprehensive list of COVID-19 testing locations across the
state at https://govstatus.egov.com/ky-covid-testing. 

Tips to help prevent & reduce the spread of COVID-19:
Wear a face covering in public as required by Gov. Andy•
Beshear’s Executive Order.
Wash your hands often, or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer.•
Keep a safe social distance from others.•
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed•
hands.
Avoid contact with sick people.•
Stay home while you are sick and avoid others.•
When sneezing or coughing, cover your mouth and nose with•
a tissue or do so into your elbow.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces•
using regular household cleaning sprays or wipes

COVID Testing/Vaccines
Commonwealth of Kentucky’s COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Process

COVID-19 Testing Continues Across Fayette County, State of Kentucky
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Living in the Bluegrass

Lexington’s Cost of Living Index (2020 Averages):

ABOUT THE INDEX: The ACCRA Cost of Living Index measures price levels for consumer goods and services in participating areas. The average for all par-
ticipating places, both metropolitan and non-metropolitan, equals 100 (i.e. the national average equals 100). Each participant’s index is read as a percentage
of the average for all places. The index does NOT measure inflation. The index reflects cost differences for a mid-management standard of living, and actual
cost of living differences can change based on your residential location. Because the number of items priced is limited, it is not valid to treat percentage dif-
ferences between areas as exact measures. The index does NOT take taxes into consideration.

CITY COMPOSITE GROCERY HOUSING UTILITIES TRANSPORT. HEALTH CARE MISC. GOODS

Lexington, KY 93.5 89.7 84.1 100.3 94.0 80.6 101.9

Charleston, SC 99.5 103.6 96.3 121.7 92.2 98.5 96.5

Charlotte, NC 98.0 102.8 87.2 95.8 97.6 102.6 104.6

Atlanta, GA 102.0 104.7 103.6 84.8 103.3 103.9 103.8

Columbus, OH 91.4 98.1 81.9 86.1 99.0 93.2 95.5

Louisville, KY 94.4 92.8 79.3 95.5 103.6 98.3 103.7

Madison, WI 107.2 108.2 110.5 99.9 103.0 125.8 105.0

Nashville, TN 96.1 99.4 99.3 92.6 94.2 94.1 98.7

The housing choices for a resident of Fayette County are
as diverse as the people and the economy. From newer
suburban neighborhoods like Andover or Masterson Sta-
tion to older, historical areas such as Henry Clay and
Chevy Chase, Lexington truly offers something for every-
one. Residents can choose from downtown living, farms,
apartments and duplexes, million-dollar homes, and
suburbia, as well as the small-town atmosphere of com-
munities like Midway, Paris, Versailles or Winchester. Ac-
cording to the Lexington-Bluegrass Association of
Realtors (LBAR), the median home price in 2020 for sin-
gle-family properties reached $200,000 for the first time
ever. With thousands of college students descending on
the area each fall, a plethora of options are available to
renters, such as apartment complexes, townhouses, du-
plexes, and even older homes near campus. 

By-The-Numbers | What to Expect
$302,475
Cost for 2,400-square foot living
area new home with three bed-
rooms, two baths, and a two-
car garage on 60x120 lot.

$903
Monthly rent for unfurnished
apartment with two bedrooms,
two baths at approximately 950-
square feet (excluding all utili-
ties except water and sewer).

2.91%
Average mortgage rate with points.

$78.56
Average monthly electric bill.

$87.13
Average monthly gas bill.

$207.94
Average monthly phone bill.

*ACCRA Cost of Living figures: 2020 Annual Averages
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Central Kentucky
Many of the national economic rankings recognizing Lexington-
Fayette County are based on statistical information from the entire
region (Metropolitan Statistical Area or MSA). While Lexington
grabs many of the headlines, the impact of people throughout the
Bluegrass Region is substantial due to the close proximity of
Fayette County to the surrounding communities. Lexington’s close-
ness to cities like Winchester, Berea, Richmond, and Versailles al-
lows for easy trips to and from those communities to enjoy
shopping, arts and crafts fairs, festivals, golfing, and much more.
The following is a sampling of key cities that are just a hop, skip,
and a jump from Lexington.

Berea
Located 35 miles south of Lexington just off I-75 where the
Bluegrass meets the mountains in northern Madison County, Berea
is known as the “Folk Arts and Crafts Capital of Kentucky.” It is
home to the Kentucky Artisan Center, where people can explore
Kentucky artisan works and their stories in the center's exhibit and
retail areas, and shop for a wide range of Kentucky products. For
more information, visit www.visitberea.com or
www.bereachamber.com.

Georgetown
Located just north of the crossroads of I-75 and I-64, Georgetown
and Scott County are ideally located ten miles north of Lexington.
Georgetown is one of Kentucky's fastest-growing communities and
is the home of Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, and
Georgetown College, the first Baptist college founded west of the
Allegheny mountains. For more information, visit
www.georgetownky.com or www.gtown.org.

Midway
The city of Midway in Woodford County was built by the Lexington
and Ohio Railroad in 1831. The site was also known as Middleway.
Midway is the home of Midway College.  In the heart of the
Bluegrass Region, Midway is noted for its scenic beauty, its
economic health, and the commitment of its citizens to preserving
its community assets through careful and proactive planning and
strategic action. For more, visit http://meetmeinmidway.com.

Nicholasville
Located less than two miles to the south of Lexington, Nicholasville
in Jessamine County is another one of the state’s fastest-growing
places. It is home to the R.J. Corman Railroad Group, which was
founded in 1973 and now operates in 23 states. Meanwhile, nearby
Wilmore is home to Asbury College. For more information, visit
www.jessamineco.com, www.jessaminechamber.org,
www.nicholasville.org and www.wilmore.org.

Paris
About 17 miles northeast of Lexington, Paris is the county seat of
Bourbon County, which was one of the original nine counties that
comprised Kentucky when it became a state in 1792. Downtown
Paris includes one of the most intact Victorian-era Main Streets in
the state, and Bourbon County is one of the leading producers of

Thoroughbred horses in the world. For more information, visit
www.pariskytourism.com or www.parisbourbonchamber.com. 

Richmond
Founded in 1798, Richmond is now one of Kentucky’s fastest-
growing cities and is home to Eastern Kentucky University. With
over 100 buildings on the National Register of Historic Places and
three National Register Historic Districts, downtown Richmond is
considered one of the state's finest restored 19th Century
commercial districts. For more information, visit
www.richmondchamber.com.

Versailles
The seat of Woodford County, Versailles is located on U.S. 60 and
U.S. 62. The town was established in 1792, and later incorporated
in 1837. Versailles offers a wealth of historic southern homes and
buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Many
of the residents built impressive homes early in the 19th Century,
making Versailles one of the most architecturally interesting
communities in Kentucky. For more information, visit
www.versailles.ky.gov or www.woodfordcountyinfo.com.

Winchester
The city of Winchester in Clark County sits in the middle of Daniel
Boone country just 20 miles to the east of Lexington. The legendary
pioneer founded Fort Boonesborough in 1775, and the city of
Winchester commemorates the occasion annually during its Daniel
Boone Pioneer Festival held during Labor Day weekend. The area
boasts many beautiful, fun and educational tourism spots all within
a day of travel. For more, visit www.winchesterky.com or
www.tourwinchester.com.
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Employment
The Bluegrass Region is a focal point in Kentucky for trade, serv-

ice, and government functions. Inside the Bluegrass, the city of Lex-
ington is the center for finance, insurance, and real estate activities.
Lexington and the surrounding communities are also very success-
ful in attracting and retaining manufacturing employment.

The largest employer in Central Kentucky is the University of
Kentucky, employing nearly 17,000 educators, administrators, and
support staff. Toyota is the largest manufacturer in the region. The
Fayette County Public School system and Lexington-Fayette Urban
County Government are the largest single public entities in the area.

The Bluegrass Region has successfully avoided much of the high
unemployment rates that have manifested themselves in the state
of Kentucky, as well as the U.S. during the recent recession. A diverse
economy that includes government, education, and health care, as
well as a highly educated labor force have helped to shield the Blue-
grass from seeing the worst of the worldwide economic crisis.

Labor Force Analysis
Employment in the eight-county Bluegrass Region is centered in

Fayette County (Lexington). Overall, 58% of the jobs in the Bluegrass
Region are in Fayette County. Although Fayette County has the high-
est number of workers making more than $3,333 a month, Scott
County has the highest percentage (55.6%). This can be attributed
to the presence of Toyota Motor Manufacturing.

Around 33% of the Bluegrass labor force resides outside the re-
gion. Most notably, about 4% of the Bluegrass labor force resides
in Jefferson County (Louisville).  Fayette and Woodford Counties im-
port 30.3% and 29.7% of their labor force respectively from outside
of the Bluegrass Region - the fewest of the eight Bluegrass counties.
On the other end of the scale, Franklin (45.4%) and Clark (40.7%)
counties import the highest percentage of their labor from outside
of region. In keeping with its status as the employment center in
Central Kentucky, Fayette County both houses and imports the high-
est number of workers of all the Bluegrass counties.

Employment Resources:Find Jobs:

Scan QR Codes With Your Device



The region serves as a health care, retail, and cultural center for
both Central and Eastern Kentucky. Whether you’re seeking employ-
ment or looking to start a business, Lexington is an ideal destination
for entrepreneurs, innovators, dreamers, and disruptors. Anchored
by the state’s flagship, research university, the University of Kentucky,
and fueled by a highly educated and affordable workforce, the Blue-
grass Region’s entrepreneurial ecosystem is equipped with all of the
resources that help startups succeed.

Despite a solid base of manufacturing and automotive suppliers,
the Bluegrass Region is mainly a service-based economy. By itself,
manufacturing is one of the larger employers and the highest wage
payer in the Bluegrass. However, when combined, the various service
sectors easily outpace manufacturing in both employment and
wages. Especially strong in the areas of health care and education,

the service sector continues to be the main economic engine for the
region.

In terms of median and per capita income, the Bluegrass easily
outpaces the state of Kentucky as a whole. It matches up much more
favorably with the U.S. average on median household, family, and
personal income, as well as per capita income.

Because of its relatively low utility costs, Lexington has remained
a very affordable place to do business. Kentucky enjoys a tremendous
competitive advantage in the provision of energy, natural gas, and
water supply. The has the lowest cost of electricity in the industrial
sector among states east of the Mississippi River. According to the
Energy Information Administration, Kentucky’s industrial electricity
rates are seventh lowest nationally and over 18% percent lower than
the national average.  This was certainly a contributing factor when

the city was named #6 among Cities with the
Lowest Startup Costs (SmartAsset).

One of Lexington’s key business attributes
is its central location, especially from a logistics
standpoint. It is 600 miles from over two-thirds
of the U.S. population, sitting at the crossroads
of two major interstates (I-75 and I-64) and giv-
ing companies here direct access to both north-
south and east-west routes.

The University of Kentucky, Toyota Motor
Manufacturing, Fayette County Public Schools,
Amazon, Conduent, and Baptist Health are
among the major employers within the Lexing-
ton MSA. Citizens also enjoy strong employ-
ment opportunities in equine related
businesses, health care, retail and services.
Principal manufactured products include auto-
mobiles, automobile parts, peanut butter, cut-
ting tools, heating and air conditioning
equipment, paper cups and products, software,
sunroofs, and military equipment.

Find out more about the advantages of
doing business in Central Kentucky by visiting
our website at www.locateinlexington.com. 
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Education
Kentucky’s commitment to education over the last 20-plus years has made

it a model for the nation.  The catch phrase, “Education Pays,” has been em-
braced throughout the region.  Kentucky has made major strides in teacher
pay, student testing, teacher training, and administration. The Fayette County
Public School system is no exception.  The county continues to set high stan-
dards for education, with students consistently scoring above state and na-
tional averages on both the SAT and ACT.  A majority of high school graduates
in Fayette County attend college.

Fayette County Public Schools are consistently listed among the nation’s
best for cities of Lexington’s size.  With 68 schools and other academic and
alternative programs, as well as 41,300-plus students, the district is governed
by a five-member school board, with each person elected to a four-year term.
The district employs just over 5,600 people.

Public School Registration:
Kentucky law requires youths between 6 and 18 years old to attend school, and
the birthday cut-off to enroll in kindergarten is age 5 on or before August 1.
Also, families may apply for preschool if their child turns 4 on or before August
1 and is income-eligible. Three- and 4-year-olds who have a special need may
also apply for the Fayette County Preschool Program year-round.  Sign-up for
this fall's kindergarteners opened Jan. 25. To register a K-12 student for the cur-
rent school year, on-line registration is available at www.fcps.net/register. To
determine your child's school, which is based on home address, use the
SchoolSite Locator tool on-line at www.fcps.net/street.

FCPS Preschool Program: 
The Fayette County Preschool Program is the state-mandated preschool of-
fering in Fayette County Public Schools. We enthusiastically support and fol-
low the goals of the Kentucky Early Childhood Standards. The learning
environment is skillfully planned by certified teachers using the philosophy
of the Creative Curriculum to ensure a high quality, developmentally appro-
priate education for all young children. A child who meets the following guide-
lines is eligible for preschool: Lives in Fayette County, and is four years old
on or before August 1, and falls under federal income guidelines. The Fayette
County Preschool Center, headquartered at 465 Springhill Drive, houses four
classrooms. Other preschool locations include the Family Care Center, the
UK Early Childhood Lab, and other elementary schools. For registration pack-
ets or more information, call (859) 381-4105 or visit www.fcps.net/preschool.

Fayette Co. Public Schools
Physical address: 450 Park Place, 40511
Mailing address: 1126 Russell Cave Rd., 40505
Phone: (859) 381-4100
www.fcps.net

FCPS District Overview
2020-21
STUDENTS:
Total number of students enrolled.................41,359
Kindergarten-Grade 5 .....................................18,219
Grades 6-8.........................................................9,833
Grades 9-12.....................................................12,661
Other (preschool and over 18) ...........................646
Specialized programs/Alternative schools....1,492*
*Included in above figures.

SCHOOLS:
Elementary schools ...............................................37
Middle schools ......................................................12
High schools............................................................6
Technical schools.....................................................3
Other academic programs ....................................10

DIVERSITY:
White .....................................................47.2 percent
Black ......................................................23.1 percent
Hispanic ................................................18.4 percent
Asian........................................................4.9 percent
Students classified as English learners ...........5,400
Native languages spoken by EL students.............95
Students classified for Special Education........4,851 

*Information from www.fcps.net



Carter G. Woodson Academy
2000 Winchester Road, 40509
Phone: 381-3933
www.cgwacademy.fcps.net

Carter G. Woodson 
Preparatory Academy
123 E. Sixth Street, 40508
Phone: 381-4741
www.fcps.net/cgwprep

Eastside Technical Center
2208 Liberty Road, 40509
Phone: 381-3740
www.eastside.fcps.net

The Learning Center
475 Price Road, 40508
Phone: 381-0597
www.tlc.fcps.net

Locust Trace AgriScience Farm
3591 Leestown Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3990
www.locusttrace.fcps.net

Martin Luther King Jr. Academy for
Excellence
2200 Liberty Road, 40509
Phone: 381-4040
www.mlk.fcps.net

Opportunity Middle College
470 Cooper Drive (Oswald Bldg.,
Room 321), 40506
Phone: 381-3794
www.omc.fcps.net

Rise STEM Academy for Girls
2420 Spurr Road, 40511
Phone: 381- 4720
www.rise.fcps.net

Southside Technical Center
1800 Harrodsburg Road, 40504
Phone: 381-3603
www.southside.fcps.net

The Stables
4089 Iron Works Pike, 40511
Phone: 333-5827
www.thestables.fcps.net

STEAM Academy
1555 Georgetown Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3033
www.steam.fcps.net

Success Academy
1555 Georgetown Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3795
www.success.fcps.net
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Academy for Leadership at Millcreek
1212 Reva Ridge Way, 40517
Phone: 381-3527
www.millcreek.fcps.net

Arlington
122 Arceme Avenue, 40505
Phone: 381-3030
www.arlington.fcps.net

Ashland
195 North Ashland Ave., 40502
Phone: 381-3243
www.ashland.fcps.net

Athens-Chilesburg 
930 Jouett Creek Drive, 40509
Phone: 381-4955
www.ace.fcps.net

Booker T. Washington
707 Howard St., 40508
Phone: 381-3263
www.btw.fcps.net

Breckinridge
2101 St. Mathilda Drive, 40502
Phone: 381-3273
www.breckinridge.fcps.net

Brenda Cowan
4801 Athens Boonesboro Rd., 40509
Phone: (859) 381-2990
http://cowan.fcps.net

Cardinal Valley
218 Mandalay Road, 40504

Phone: 381-3340
www.cardinalvalley.fcps.net

Cassidy
1125 Tates Creek Road, 40502
Phone: 381-3018
www.cassidy.fcps.net

Clays Mill
2319 Clays Mill Road, 40503
Phone: 381-3355
www.claysmill.fcps.net

Coventry Oak
2441 Huntly Place, 40511
Phone: 381-3195
www.coventryoak.fcps.net

Deep Springs
1919 Brynell Drive, 40505
Phone: 381-3069
www.deepsprings.fcps.net

Dixie Magnet
1940 Eastland Parkway, 40505
Phone: 381-3116
www.dixie.fcps.net

Garden Springs
2151 Garden Springs Drive, 40504
Phone: 381-3388
www.gardensprings.fcps.net

Garrett Morgan
1150 Passage Mound Way, 40509
Phone: 381-3165
www.gmorgan.fcps.net

Glendover
710 Glendover Road, 40502
Phone: 381-3403
www.glendover.fcps.net

Harrison
161 Bruce Street, 40507
Phone: 381-3418
www.harrison.fcps.net

James Lane Allen
1901 Appomattox Road, 40504
Phone: 381-3456
www.jla.fcps.net

Julius Marks
3277 Pepperhill Road, 40502
Phone: 381-3470
www.juliusmarks.fcps.net

Lansdowne
336 Redding Road, 40517
Phone: 381-3500
www.lansdowne.fcps.net

Liberty
2585 Liberty Road, 40509
Phone: 381-4979
www.liberty.fcps.net

Mary Todd
551 Parkside Drive, 40505
Phone: 381-3512
www.marytodd.fcps.net

Maxwell Spanish Immersion Magnet
301 Woodland Avenue, 40508
Phone: 381-3516
www.maxwell.fcps.net

Meadowthorpe
1710 N. Forbes Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3521
www.meadowthorpe.fcps.net

Northern
340 Rookwood Parkway, 40505
Phone: 381-3541
www.northern.fcps.net

Picadome
1642 Harrodsburg Road, 40504
Phone: 381-3563
www.picadome.fcps.net

Rosa Parks
1251 Beaumont Centre Lane,
40513
Phone: 381-3132
www.rosaparks.fcps.net

Russell Cave
3375 Russell Cave Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3571
www.russellcave.fcps.net

Sandersville
3025 Sandersville Road, 40511
Phone: 381-4980
www.sandersville.fcps.net

Southern
340 Wilson Downing Road, 40517
Phone: 381-3589
www.southernelem.fcps.net

Squires
3337 Squire Oak Drive, 40515
Phone: 381-3002
www.squires.fcps.net

Stonewall
3215 Cornwall Drive, 40503
Phone: 381-3079
www.stonewall.fcps.net

Tates Creek
1113 Centre Parkway, 40517
Phone: 381-3606
www.tces.fcps.net

Veterans Park
4351 Clearwater Way, 40515
Phone: 381-3161
www.veterans.fcps.net

Wellington 
3280 Keithshire Way, 40503
Phone: 381-3000
www.wellington.fcps.net

William Wells Brown 
555 E. Fifth Street, 40508
Phone: 381-4990
www.wwbrown.fcps.net

Yates
695 E. New Circle Road, 40505
Phone: 381-3613
www.yates.fcps.net

*NOTE: All addresses are Lexington; Area codes are (859).
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2080 Georgian Way, 40504
Phone: 381-3094
www.beaumont.fcps.net

Bryan Station
1865 Wickland Drive, 40505
Phone: 381-3288
www.bsms.fcps.net

Crawford
1813 Charleston Drive, 40505
Phone: 381-3370
www.crawford.fcps.net

Edythe J. Hayes
260 Richardson Place, 40509
Phone: 381-4920
www.ejhayes.fcps.net

Jessie M. Clark
3341 Clays Mill Road, 40503
Phone: 381-3036
www.jessieclark.fcps.net

Leestown
2010 Leestown Road, 40511
Phone: 381-3181
www.leestown.fcps.net

Lexington Traditional Magnet
350 North Limestone, 40508
Phone: 381-3192
www.ltms.fcps.net

Morton
1225 Tates Creek Road, 40502
Phone: 381-3533
www.morton.fcps.net

SCAPA (School for the Creative and 
Performing Arts) at Bluegrass
400 Lafayette Parkway, 40503
Phone: 381-3332
www.scapa.fcps.net

Southern
400 Wilson Downing Road, 40517
Phone: 381-3582
www.southernmiddle.fcps.net

Tates Creek
1105 Centre Parkway, 40517
Phone: 381-3052
www.tcms.fcps.net

Winburn
1060 Winburn Drive, 40511
Phone: 381-3967
www.winburn.fcps.net
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Bryan Station
201 Eastin Road, 40505
Phone: 381-3308
www.bshs.fcps.net

Frederick Douglass
2000 Winchester Rd., 40509
Phone: 381-3780
www.douglass.fcps.net

Henry Clay
2100 Fontaine Road, 40502
Phone: 381-3423
www.henryclay.fcps.net

Lafayette
401 Reed Lane, 40503
Phone: 381-3474
www.lafayette.fcps.net

Paul Laurence Dunbar
1600 Man O’ War Blvd., 40513
Phone: 381-3546
www.pld.fcps.net

Tates Creek
1111 Centre Parkway, 40517
Phone: 381-3620
www.tchs.fcps.net



Why
Lexington, Kentucky?

H
el
ix
 G
ar
ag
e 
D
ow
nt
ow
n 
Le
xi
ng
to
n 
(P
ho
to
 b
y 
B
ill
 S
tr
au
s 
Ph
ot
og
ra
ph
y)

#2
Best Cities for
College Grads

- SmartAsset

#22
Best Places to
Travel in 2021
- Travel + Leisure

50 Best
Foodie Towns 
in America

- The Daily Meal

#10
Best Work-Life

Balance
- SmartAsset

#4
Potential Tech
Growth Centers
- Brookings Institute

#9
Friendliest City
in the U.S.

- Conde Nast Traveler

Learn More at www.CommerceLexington.com & www.LocateInLexington.com
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Private Schools
The Private Option
For parents seeking other alternatives for their children’s education, Lex-
ington offers many quality private and parochial schools, many of which
have found success in sports with state championships and academics
with high test scores. Overall, private and parochial school enrollment
numbers have risen in recent years. Tuition and admission requirements
vary, so be sure to contact the individual school listed below for more de-
tailed information. 

Community Montessori School
725 Stone Road, 40503
Phone: (859) 277-4805
https://cmsmontessori.org

KORE Academy
4300 Nicholasville Road, 40515
Phone: (859) 971-7129
www.koreacademy.org

Lexington Catholic High School
2250 Clays Mill Road, 40503
Phone: (859) 277-7183
www.lexingtoncatholic.com

Lexington Christian Academy
450 West Reynolds Road, 40503
Phone: (859) 422-5700
www.lexingtonchristian.org

The Lexington School
1050 Lane Allen Road, 40504
Phone: (859) 278-0501
www.thelexingtonschool.org

Sayre School
194 N. Limestone Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 254-1361
www.sayreschool.org

Sts. Peter and Paul Regional School
423 West Short Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 254-9257
www.sppslex.org

NOTE: Additional schools and locations with
child care, preschool and kindergarten options
are listed on Page 18 of this publication.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Member Private & Parochial Schools:
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Featured Private Schools
Lexington Christian
Academy
In 1989, the leadership of The Lexington Chris-
tian School and The Academy came together
to form what would become one of the largest,
independent Christian schools in America.
Today, it is an accredited preschool through
12th grade school, offering  a Christ-centered,
world-class education. LCA offers a broad,
comprehensive curriculum. To prepare stu-
dents to serve Christ in this competitive, global
world of the 21st Century, LCA’s administra-
tion, teachers and staff are deeply committed
to academic excellence. Its academic program
is comprehensive and taught within a Christian
framework. Since its inception, LCA has pro-
vided an educational experience which pre-
pares students not only in the classroom, but
on the playing field, and stage, in chapels and
retreats, and through leadership programs and
outreach programs. The high school experi-
ence is enhanced by a number of activities in-
cluding athletic teams, fine art programs,
competition teams, student government and
so much more. LCA also recently announced
the addition of three new academic pathways
including Business – Accounting & Law, Chris-
tian Ministry & Leadership, and Fine Arts – Vi-
sual & Performing Arts. 

Sayre School
Founded in 1854 in downtown Lexington, Sayre
School provides an innovative and inclusive
learning environment that empowers students
to achieve academic excellence, embrace chal-
lenge, and cultivate integrity in order to lead
purposeful lives in an ever-changing world.
Sayre School values students as individuals and
works to foster their understanding of them-
selves and their roles in the larger community.
Its core values of wisdom, integrity, respect,
and compassion are woven throughout the
school. Sayre’s academic program spans three
divisions from preschool through twelfth grade.
It is rich in content and comprehensive in skill
development, unfolding incrementally as it
crosses grade levels. A warm, openly inclusive
atmosphere pervades the school, bolstered by
close relationships between faculty and stu-
dents. Sayre provides students an opportunity
to participate in the life of the local community
through experiential learning opportunities and
community service, while sharing with students
a global perspective that transcends its regional
boundaries. Focusing on 21st Century skills, in-
cluding collaboration, critical thinking and cre-
ativity, is the blueprint for teachers as they help
students develop their ability to read closely,
communicate clearly both verbally and in writ-
ing, and problem solve adeptly.

The Lexington School
The mission of The Lexington School is to pro-
vide an education of the highest quality to stu-
dents in preschool through middle school. In a
structured, nurturing environment, The Lexing-
ton School seeks to instill integrity, a life-long
enthusiasm for learning, and a strong work
ethic. Offering preschool through eighth grade,
The Lexington School’s over 600 students are
challenged with high academic standards, re-
ceive individualized attention through small
class sizes [student-to-teacher ratio of approxi-
mately 7-to-1], and are part of diverse and vi-
brant student communities. Its  preschool
(two-year-olds through Kindergarten) reflects
the belief that because each child grows accord-
ing to his or her own rate and pattern, each
class must incorporate activities for individual
levels of readiness. Grades one through five in
Lower School assure the strongest academic
and social/emotional foundation. Through in-
creasing levels of responsibility and independ-
ence, Middle School students learn to channel
their adolescent natures into productive, curi-
ous, critical thinkers who are ready for the most
demanding secondary schools. The Lexington
School is listed as #2 among the 50-Best Pri-
vate Elementary Schools in the U.S. as ranked
by The Best Schools, an independent online re-
source.
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Child Care

Centenary United Methodist Church
2800 Tates Creek Road, 40502
Phone: (859) 269-2800
www.lexchurch.com/TCS

Easter Seals Cardinal Hill
2050 Versailles Road, 40504
Phone: (859) 367-7217
www.encompasshealth.com/loca-
tions/cardinalhillrehab

Good Shepherd Day School
544 Sayre Avenue, 40508
Phone: (859) 255-9734
www.goodshepherddayschool.org

Harmony Day Montessori School
839 National Avenue, 40502
Phone: (859) 519-6759
www.harmonydayschool.com

Kell Academy
530 E High Street, 40502
Phone: (859) 475-6120
www.kellacademy.com

PJ's Primary Care Center
325 Clifty St., Somerset, KY 42501
Phone: (606) 679-4589
www.pjsdaycareofsomerset.com/
home.html

Shaw's Child Care
2813 Snow Road, 40517
Phone: (859) 266-9981

Southern Hills United 
Methodist Church
2356 Harrodsburg Road, 40503
Phone: (859) 277-6176
https://southernhillsumc.org/shecp

Trinity Hill Child Care Center, Inc.
210 East Reynolds Road, 40517
Phone: (859) 273-9526

Wee Care Daycare & Preschool
455 East Maxwell Street, 40508
Phone: (859) 231-8687
www.weecaredaycarelex.com

Lexington offers many licensed day care centers or day care
homes for parents with preschool children.  Many local churches
and hospitals offer child care services.  Kentucky recognizes four
basic categories of child-care and has recently begun a rating sys-
tem for certified day care facilities. The categories include: non-
regulated care (private homes with 3 or fewer children), certified
family day care homes (up to 6 children), type 2 licensed family
day care homes (7-12 children), and type 1 licensed family day care
facilities (12 or more children). The Child Care Council of Kentucky
outlines certain things that parents should consider when evalu-
ating child care options. Visit www.childcarecouncilofky.com to
find child care programs in your area that are specific to your fam-
ily’s needs. 

More childcare resources are also available through Child Care
Aware of Kentucky, which is housed at the Human Development
Institute at the University of Kentucky. The Human Development
Institute is Kentucky’s University Center for Excellence in Devel-
opmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service. It works
on improving lifelong opportunities and services for individuals
with disabilities, their families, and the community. For more de-
tails, visit www.childcareawareky.org.  

For more information on Kentucky childcare regulations or cre-
dentials, visit https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dcbs/dcc/Pages/find-
care.aspx or contact the Cabinet for Health & Family Services,
Division of Child Care at (502) 564-2524.

CLX Member Child Care and
Early Childhood Options:
NOTE: There are also child care and preschool options available at
many of the private schools listed on page 16, and through Fayette
County Public Schools listed on page 13. Locations below are in Lex-
ington unless otherwise noted.

Scan QR Codes for Most Updated List
Child Care Early Childhood
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Higher Education
The abundance of higher education institutions within the Blue-

grass Region brings an infusion of students each fall, and with it
comes big dreams and big ideas. The impact of which has produced
a very well-educated workforce leading to the area’s diverse economy. 

In fact, according U.S. Census Bureau data, Lexington is among
the smartest cities in the nation. For cities with a population of
300,000 or more, Lexington ranked 12th overall in percent of popu-
lation (42.9%) age 25 and older having earned a bachelor’s degree
or higher. When considering those with advanced degrees (master’s,
professional or doctorate degree), Lexington also ranked eleventh
(18.6%) among cities of comparable size.  That educational attain-
ment trend extends across the entire Bluegrass Region, because the
area is blessed with so many quality colleges and universities.

Anchored by the state’s flagship university, the University of
Kentucky, the Bluegrass boasts ten colleges and universities within

40 miles of Lexington. In addition, Lexington has five other profes-
sional and technical colleges. Nearly 60% of Lexingtonians between
ages 18 and 24 are enrolled in college or graduate school, ranking
the city second in college enrollment rates out of 66 cities with a
population over 300,000. 

Altogether, institutions of higher learning in the Bluegrass con-
tinue to fuel our economy with total enrollment of more than
67,000 and awarding over 19,000 degrees and credentials annually.
The economic impact of many of these schools is huge, from stu-
dent enrollment to faculty to workers to the infusion of research
funds. 

No matter what your schedule, budget, or career choice, the
Bluegrass has a college or university to meet your needs. Contact
one the institutions listed in this publication or visit them on-line
to learn more.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Member Higher Education Institutions:
Bellevue University*
470 Cooper Drive, Oswald Bldg., Room 118
Lexington, KY  40506
Phone: (859) 533-7803
https://transfer.bellevue.edu/bluegrass
*Partnership with BCTC for Associate degrees

Bluegrass Community & Technical College
470 Cooper Drive, Lexington, KY  40506
500 Newtown Pike, Lexington, KY 40508
Phone: (859) 246-6200
www.bluegrass.kctcs.edu

Eastern Kentucky University
521 Lancaster Avenue, Richmond, KY  40475
Phone: (800) 262-7493
www.eku.edu

Employment Solutions’ College for
Technical Education
1165 Centre Pkwy., Ste. 120, Lexington, KY 40517
Phone: (859) 272-5225
www.cte.edu

Frontier Nursing University
2030 Lexington Road, Versailles, KY 40383
Phone: (859) 251-4592
www.frontier.edu

Georgetown College
400 East College St., Georgetown, KY  40324
Phone: (502) 863-8030
www.georgetowncollege.edu

Kentucky Community & Technical 
College System (KCTCS)
300 North Main Street, Versailles, KY  40383
Phone: (877) 528-2748
www.kctcs.edu

Kentucky State University
400 East Main Street, Frankfort, KY 40601
Phone: (502) 597-6760
www.kysu.edu

Lexington Theological Seminary
230 Lexington Green Circle, Suite 300
Lexington, KY  40503
Phone: (859) 252-0361
www.lextheo.edu

MedQuest College
1575 Winchester Road, Lexington, KY  40505
Phone: (859) 402-1035
www.medquestcollege.edu

Midway University
512 E. Stephens St., Midway, KY  40347
Phone: (800) 952-4122
www.midway.edu

Sullivan University – Lexington Campus
2355 Harrodsburg Road, Lexington, KY  40504
Phone: (859) 276-4357
www.sullivan.edu

Transylvania University
300 North Broadway, Lexington, KY  40508
Phone: (859) 233-8300
www.transy.edu

University of Kentucky
100 Main Building, Lexington, KY  40506
Phone: (859) 257-9000
www.uky.edu

Photo Courtesy of Kentucky State University
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What to Experience
As the “Horse Capital of the World,” the Bluegrass Region has

no shortage of horse-related activities – from horse farm tours to a
day at the races to elegant equestrian events.  One place you won’t
want to miss is historic Keeneland Race Course, which offers Thor-
oughbred racing in April and October, horse sales throughout the
year, and is the location of the annual Railbird Festival (August 20-
21, 2021), which includes world-class artists over two days on three
stages, bourbon tastings, events and more.

In northern Fayette County, you’ll find the Kentucky Horse Park,
which is home to the International Museum of the Horse, American
Saddlebred Museum, Hall of Champions and the Parade of Breeds,
and annually hosts the Land Rover Kentucky Three-Day Event and
the National Horse Show. Closer to downtown Lexington is Red Mile
Gaming & Racing, which is the second-oldest harness track in the
world, and features simulcasting, horse sales, and instant racing.

Even if you aren’t into horses, there are
plenty of other things to do in and around
the region that are fun and won’t break your
budget – from visiting a winery or perhaps
taking a tour of a historic site like Shaker Vil-
lage of Pleasant Hill, local candy shop, or one
of the area’s many historic homes, such as
the Henry Clay Estate.

If you’re into spectator sports, there are
plenty of college and professional options in
the area.  The most popular outings include
University of Kentucky basketball and football, the South Atlantic
League champion Lexington Legends professional baseball, and
hard-charging auto and truck racing at the Kentucky Speedway.

Although Kentucky’s Bourbon heritage dates back many years,
recently it has seen quite the “revival” in terms of the economic im-
pact on the state. Distilleries around the Commonwealth continue
to welcome growing numbers of visitors, including Commerce Lex-
ington members Buffalo Trace Distillery in Frankfort, Beam Suntory
in Clermont, and Alltech’s Town Branch Distillery, Bluegrass Dis-
tllers, the James E. Pepper Distilling Co., and Wm. Tarr Distillery in

Lexington.  To enjoy tours and tastings along the Kentucky Bourbon
Trail, contact a specific distillery or visit www.kybourbon.com.

Craft breweries have also become popular destinations in the
region, with 18 now included on VisitLex’s Brewgrass Trail.

More Fun
Things to Do

Shaker Village, Harrodsburg, KY  (Photo from https://shakervillageky.org)

SPOTLIGHT: Buffalo Trace
113 Great Buffalo Trace, Frankfort, KY  40601
Web: www.buffalotracedistillery.com
For over 200 years, Buffalo Trace Distillery has been de-
fined by a dedication to one craft: making fine bourbon
whiskey. It has earned its place of leadership among the
legendary spirits makers of the world. Buffalo Trace is
open to visitors, with COVID-19 safety protocols in
place. If you can’t make it in person, there are virtual ex-
periences posted on the distillery’s web site. 

SPOTLIGHT: Red Mile
1200 Red Mile Road, Lexington, KY  40504
Web: www.redmileky.com
Red Mile Gaming & Racing is the second oldest harness
track in the world. In addition to live racing, Red Mile
simulcasts 364 days a year, hosts exciting events, and
features over 900 gaming terminals. Opened in 1875,
harness racing’s elite have converged on Red Mile to
stage some of the greatest equine battles in history. In
2015, Red Mile was recreated as a fresh, new entertain-
ment destination.





22 2021 Guide to the Bluegrass |   CommerceLexington.com

Where to Stay

21c Museum Hotel Lexington
167 West Main Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 899-6810
www.21clexington.com

Best Western Lexington Inn
2221 Elkhorn Road, 40505
Phone: (859) 293-0047
www.bestwestern.com/lexingtoninn

The Campbell House Curio by Hilton
1375 South Broadway, 40504
Phone: (859) 255-4281
www.thecampbellhouse.com

Candlewood Suites
603 Adcolor Drive, 40511
Phone: (859) 967-1940
www.candlewoodsuites.com

Clarion Hotel Conference Center North
1950 Newtown Pike, 40511
Phone: (859) 233-0512
www.clarionhotellex.com

Comfort Inn & Suites of Lexington
2400 Buena Vista Road, 40505
Phone: (859) 293-6113
www.comfortinnlexingtonky.com

Country Inn & Suites Hotel
2297 Executive Drive, 40505
Phone: (859) 299-8844
www.countryinns.com/lexingtonky_north

Courtyard by Marriott South Hamburg
1951 Pleasant Ridge Dr., 40509
Phone: (859) 263-9090
www.marriott.com/lexce

Doubletree Suites by Hilton Lexington
2601 Richmond Road, 40509
Phone: (859) 268-0060
www.lexingtonsuites.doubletree.com

Embassy Suites at Lexington Green
245 Lexington Green Circle, 40503
Phone: (859) 271-4000
www.lexingtongreen.embassysuitesby
hilton.com

Embassy Suites Lexington UK Coldstream
1801 Newtown Pike, 40511
Phone: (859) 455-5000
www.lexington.embassysuites.com

Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott
Lexington East/I-75
2211 Elkhorn Road, 40505
Phone: (859) 303-4386
www.marriott.com/lexle

Fairfield Inn by Marriott - Beaumont
3050 Lakecrest Circle, 40513
Phone: (859) 224-3338
www.marriott.com/lexsw

Hampton by Hilton I-75
Lexington/Hamburg
2251 Elkhorn Road, 40505
Phone: (859) 299-2613
www.lexingtoni75.hamptoninn.com

Hampton Inn - Medical Center/UK
1953 Nicholasville Road, 40503
Phone: (859) 313-9000
www.hilton.com/en/hotels/lexmchx-
hampton-lexington-medical-center/

Hilton Garden Inn
1973 Plaudit Place, 40509
Phone: (859) 543-8300
www.hilton.com

Hilton Lexington Downtown
369 West Vine Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 231-9000
www.lexingtondowntown.hilton.com

Holiday Inn Express & Suites DTWN
Area - Keeneland
1780 Sharkey Way, 40511
Phone: (859) 231-0656
www.hiexpress.com/lexingtonky

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
Downtown
1000 Export St., 40504
Phone: (859) 389-6800
www.hiexpress.com/lexington

Home2 Suites Lexington University/
Medical Center
126 East Lowry Lane, 40503
Phone: (859) 313-5200
www.lexingtonuniversitymedicalcenter.
home2suites.com

Homewood Suites by Hilton
249 Ruccio Way, 40503
Phone: (859) 223-0880
www.lexington.homewoodsuites.com

Homewood Suites by Hilton - Hamburg
2033 Bryant Road, 40509
Phone: (859) 543-0464
www.HomewoodSuitesLexington
hamburg.com

Hyatt Place Lexington
2001 Bryant Road, 40509
Phone: (859) 296-0091
www.hyattplacelexington.com

Hyatt Regency Lexington
401 West High Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 253-1234
www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/kentucky/
hyatt-regency-lexington/lexrl

The Kentucky Castle
230 Pigsah Pike, Versailles, KY  40383
Phone: (859) 256-0322
www.thekentuckycastle.com

Lexington Griffin Gate Marriott 
Resort and Spa
1800 Newtown Pike, 40511
Phone: (859) 231-5100
www.griffingatemarriott.com

Lexington Marriott City Center
121 W. Vine St., 40507
Phone: (859) 253-1000
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/lexdt-
lexington-marriott-city-center/

Lexington Relocation
3131 Custer Drive, Suite 6, 40517
Phone: (859) 273-3303
www.lexingtonrelocation.com

Quality Inn
2381 Buena Vista Drive, 40505
Phone: (859) 299-0302
www.choicehotels.com/kentucky/
lexington/quality-inn-hotels/ky078

Ramada Conference Center
2143 North Broadway, 40505
Phone: (859) 299-1261
www.ramadainnlexky.com

Red Roof Inn South
2651 Wilhite Drive, 40503
Phone: (859) 277-9400
www.redroof.com

Residence Inn Lexington City Center
150 W. Main St., 40507
Phone: (859) 253-1000
www.marriott.com/lexrd

Residence Inn South by Marriott
2688 Pink Pigeon Parkway, 40509
Phone: (859) 263-9979
www.marriott.com/lexri

Springhill Suites by Marriott
863 South Broadway, 40504
Phone: (859) 225-1500
www.marriott.com/lexsh

Staybridge Suites - Lexington
125 Louie Place, 40511
Phone: (859) 233-2300
www.staybridgesuites.com/lexingtonky

TownePlace Suites by Marriott 
Lexington Keeneland/Airport
980 Midnight Pass, 40513
Phone: (859) 368-9491
www.marriott.com/LEXTW

WoodSpring Suites Lexington
2370 Lake Park Road, 40502
Phone: (859) 269-6677
www.woodspring.com/extended-stay-ho-
tels/locations/kentucky/lexington/hotels

NOTE:
All locations are Lexington unless
noted otherwise.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Member Hotels/Motels, Bed & Breakfasts

Visitors and tourists to Lexington will
find nothing short of superb “Southern
hospitality” when staying here. From a
plethora of hotels and motels to quaint
bed and breakfasts to historic inns, the
options are many. 
The tourism industry, and specifically

hotels, have taken it on the chin over the
past year due to the ongoing pandemic.
Many events, concerts, festivals, sport-
ing events, and other in-person gather-
ings were cancelled, resulting in much
less travel and empty hotel rooms for an
extended period of time. 

Our friends at VisitLEX are encour-

aging local residents to do what they can
to help, whether it’s taking a staycation
for a night or two, shopping locally and
supporting small businesses, or signing
up for socially-distanced activities at our
area tourist attractions.

Scan the QR code with your device
for the most up-to-date list of hotels.



If you’ve got time to shop, then the Bluegrass is ready with all
you can handle in the way of diverse shopping opportunities.
Whether you enjoy indoor malls, unique shopping areas, quaint
family-owned stores, farmers’ markets, or downtown shops, the
variety of shopping environments is certainly overwhelming. People
come from miles around to see what the Bluegrass has to offer.

Lexington is home to one of the state’s largest malls, Fayette
Mall (Nicholasville Road), and downtown on West Main Street is
The Square. A little further out Nicholasville Road just into Jes-
samine County is a shopping and dining area called Brannon Cross-
ing. Other area malls and shopping areas to hit include The Mall
at Lexington Green (Nicholasville Road), the Lansdowne Shoppes
(Tates Creek Road), the many shops and restaurants at Hamburg
Pavilion (I-75 & Man O’War), and the recently-opened area called
The Summit at Fritz Farm located at the corner of Nicholasville
Road and Man O’War.

Also in Lexington, you’ll find unique shop-
ping areas (similar to districts), such as Clay
Avenue, Chevy Chase Village, the Greentree
section of Short Street, North Limestone, Old
Vine Street, as well as South Limestone near
the University of Kentucky campus. You’ll
also want to check out the recently-opened
Julietta Market, a year-round multi-vendor
public market in the historic Southeast Grey-
hound Building (101 W. Loudon).    

If you’re looking to shop in the Bluegrass, come with a lot of en-
ergy and plenty of space in your vehicle, because you certainly won’t
leave empty-handed. Due to the ongoing pandemic, many stores
and malls have added curbside pickup, and as of this writing, masks
and social distancing were required in stores and restaurants.

When people are finished shopping in and around Lexington,
they can take a break at one of over 600 area eating and drinking
establishments. From local favorites to chain restaurants, resi-

dents and visitors alike enjoy local traditions such as Derby Pie,
hot browns and burgoo, as well as a wonderful mix of choices from
seafood to Japanese to Italian, Mexican, and many more.  New
restaurants continue to pop up all over Lexington, catering to the
area’s insatiable appetite for great food and drink. Whether you’re
looking for in-person dining, carryout or delivery options, you’ll
find a ton of local restaurants listed on-line at https://web.com-
mercelexington.com/Restaurants-Food-Beverages. 

Shopping & Dining

Scan QR
Code for

Local Dining

Shopping
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Getting Around
It is often said that in business, location is every-

thing. Lexington’s economic success is due in large
part to its prime location within the state of Ken-
tucky, as well as the nation. Because the city sits at
the crossroads of two major Interstate highways, I-
64 (East-West) and I-75 (North-South), both visitors
and businesses have easy access to many other
U.S. cities in the East, South, and Midwest.  In fact,
Lexington is within a day’s drive of two-thirds of the
United States’ population.

Lexington also benefits from its close proximity
to surrounding communities like Georgetown, Cyn-
thiana, Paris, Midway, Richmond and Versailles
(pronounced VER-SALES).  In addition, the city is
just a hop, skip, and a jump from Cincinnati,
Louisville, Nashville, Knoxville, and Huntington.

For newcomers, getting around Lexington can
be daunting at times, but one of the best ways to
remember where you need to go is to envision the
hands of a clock, with the following numbers rep-
resenting main roads in Lexington: 1:00 – Newtown
Pike; 2:00 – North Broadway/Paris Pike; 3:00 – Win-
chester Road; 5:00 – Richmond Road; 7:00 –
Nicholasville Road; 8:00 – South Broadway/Har-
rodsburg Road; 9:00 – Versailles Road; and 10:00 –
West Main Street/Leestown Road.

The outside of the clock is represented by New
Circle Road, a 26-mile stretch, which encircles the
city.  Just below the southern part of New Circle
Road lies Man O’ War Boulevard, which extends for
16 miles from Interstate-75 (Exit 108) near the
Hamburg Pavilion to Versailles Road near Blue
Grass Airport and the entrance to Keeneland Race
Course.

Air Travel: 
Located at the corner of Man O’ War Boulevard and
Versailles Road, Lexington’s Blue Grass Airport
continues to introduce new flights and customer
conveniences. The airport is served by four major
airlines, which provide convenient non-stop service
to 18 destinations.Note that due to COVID-19, the
airlines have made temporary changes to Blue Grass
Airport's non-stop flights. Check with your airline or

contact the airport for additional assistance.
Passengers can check flight schedules on-line at
www.bluegrassairport.com.  For convenience, the
airport also offers 30 minutes of free parking in both
its short-term and long-term parking areas, an
executive lounge, free wireless Internet, meeting
rooms, valet parking, cell phone waiting lot and
general aviation services.

Public Transit: 
Lextran’s fixed-route bus service operates 26 routes,
which move people all around Lexington. This serv-
ice is vital to the people of Fayette County as it gets
them to work, school, and other quality of life activ-
ities. Passengers ride Lextran 7 days a week, 365
days a year for $1 or less per trip. All buses are
equipped with bike racks and are wheelchair acces-
sible. For more information about routes, services,
reduced fares or passes, call (859) 253-4636 or visit
www.lextran.com. 

Bicycling: 
Over the years, bicycling has become a popular
mode of transportation in Lexington, and the local
government has made great strides to keep bicy-
clists safe as they share the roads with automobiles.
Lexington continues to invest in new and better
marked bike lanes, as well as the development of
more shared use trails. To learn about safe bike rid-
ing, bike parking, or to find out about the “bikeabil-
ity” of Lexington, visit www.lexingtonky.gov/trails.

Parking in Downtown: 
There are estimated to be more than 10,000 parking
spaces in the downtown area. The Lexington &
Fayette County Parking Authority is committed to
making parking more visible and accessible to vis-
itors and residents, offering real-time availability in
its parking garages at www.parkme.com/map and
on-street parking using the convenience of LEX-
PARK’s PayByPhone mobile app. Find out more at
www.lexpark.org.

Rent a Car

Limousines

Air Charter

Other

Scan QR
Codes For

More Ways to
Get Around:

(Photos by Commerce Lexington Inc.)
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Recreation
Lexington offers an abundance of recreational opportunities to keep
you and your family moving and grooving in the Bluegrass. For this
particular edition, we’ve included several great outdoor opportunities
to provide for adequate social distancing during the ongoing pan-
demic. The city offers phenomenal parks, golf courses, nature sites,
walking trails, bowling centers, adult recreational leagues, and a va-
riety of fitness options for all levels of exercising - from large fitness
centers to those only for women, and personal trainers located all
over Lexington.

Parks & Recreation:
Whether it's skateboarding, swimming or jogging, Lexington's
Parks and Recreation has a lot to offer. Currently, there are more
than 100 parks consisting of more than 4,000 acres in Lexington.
The parks system includes athletics, after school programs, aquat-
ics, community centers, cultural arts, day camps, dog runs, eques-
trian, fitness trails, golf, gymnasium, natural areas, playgrounds,
rental facilities, senior adult programs, special events, therapeutic
recreation and open spaces for passive recreation.  To find out
more, call (859) 288-2900 or visit
www.lexingtonky.gov/browse/recreation.

Walking & Bike Trails:
The city has made a commitment in recent years to adding and
enhancing its trail system for the health and activity of its citizens.
Whether you enjoy hiking, walking, running or biking, our trails
allow individuals the opportunity to rejuvenate and maintain one’s
mind and body all while having fun. To view a full list of trails
throughout the city, visit www.lexingtonky.gov/trails.

Skate Parks:
Berry Hill Skate Park (3489 Buckhorn Dr.)•
Kirklevington Skate Park (369 Redding Road)•
Valley Park Skate Spot (2077 Cambridge Dr.)•
Woodland Skate Park (600 E. High Street)•

Fishing:
Lexington has several great fishing spots, including Jacobson Park
Lake, West Hickman Creek (flows through Veterans Park and Bella
Woods Park), Hisle Park pond, and Gainesway pond. The Kentucky
Horse Park has three lakes for public fishing. You can purchase a
fishing license online through the Kentucky Department of Fish
and Wildlife Resources or purchase in-person at many local out-
door stores and other large retail centers. Children ages 15 and
younger are not required to have a fishing license. Find out more
on-line at www.lexingtonky.gov/fishing. 

Natural Areas:
The Floracliff Nature Sanctuary (http://floracliff.org) is a 346-acre
nature preserve located in the Palisades Region of the Kentucky
River in southern Fayette County. Although the sanctuary is only
open for guided hikes and events, it offers a variety of programs,
volunteer and research opportunities, and hands-on workshops to
interested individuals and groups.  McConnell Springs (416 Reb-
mann Lane) is a 26-acre natural pocket within an industrial area.
Raven Run (3885 Raven Run Way) is a unique, 734-acre nature sanc-
tuary located just outside of Lexington.  The Arboretum, State Botan-
ical Garden of Kentucky (500 Alumni Drive), is a 100-acre
greenspace located on the campus of the University of Kentucky.

YMCA
Locations

Fitness
Centers

Other
Recreation

Scan QR Codes With Your Device:

McConnell Springs  (Photo by Commerce Lexington Inc.)
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Arts & Culture
Whether you’re in the mood for great musicals, national

and international museum exhibits, charming children’s pro-
ductions, outdoor performances, or touring Broadway plays,
Lexington hosts a variety of arts and cultural opportunities dur-
ing non-pandemic times that fit many interests. Unable to host
performances for the past year because of COVID-19, local arts
organizations got creative with virtual performances and live-
streamed events, and other socially distanced activities like
family friendly mini-golf on the stage of the historic Lexington
Opera House. 

Leading the way for the advancement of the arts locally is
LexArts, Lexington's cultural development, advocacy and
fundraising organization.  As both the area arts council and
united arts fund, LexArts (www.lexarts.org) provides a wide
range of programs and services designed to integrate the arts
into our community. Through its annual Fund for the Arts,
LexArts raises millions of dollars in support of local arts and
distributes general operating support to its Partner Organiza-
tions, as well as offering competitive special project and pro-
gramming grants to other arts organizations in the area.

Theater buffs have several well-known facilities from
which to choose to watch performances, including the Lex-
ington Opera House and Rupp Arena at Central Bank Center,
the Lyric Theatre and Cultural Arts Center, ArtsPlace, Lexing-
ton Children’s Theatre, Singletary Center for the Arts on the
University of Kentucky campus, and the Pam Miller Down-
town Arts Center. 

Great arts education opportunities are available at The Liv-
ing Arts & Science Center (LASC), which inspires participation
of youth and adults in art and science by engaging the commu-
nity through education, discovery, exploration, and creativity.
Established in 1968, LASC’s recently-expanded facility includes
a teaching kitchen, a dedicated ceramics studio, a digital media
lab, new classrooms and art galleries, and Lexington’s only
Planetarium! The Center’s building is currently closed to the
public, but its gallery is open by appointment only.

If it’s museums you’re seeking, then you’ll want to check
out the Aviation Museum of Kentucky (www.aviationky.org)
near Blue Grass Airport, as well as the on-line history resources
of the Lexington History Museum at www.lexhistory.org. 

The Bluegrass Region is proud of its arts and cultural com-
ponent, and support of the arts stretches to both the public
and private sectors.

Scan QR Codes for Information:
Art Galleries MuseumsEntertainment

Lexington Opera House (Photo by Commerce Lexington Inc.)
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Lexington was the first city in the nation to implement adult
day-care programs. Its high quality of life has made the area in-
creasingly popular for those seeking a retirement community.
Area facilities provide everything from skilled care to essentially
independent living.  The Lexington Senior Citizen Center pro-
vides social services, recreation, specialized health services,
and education to the older members of our community.

Over the years, Lexington has worked hard to meet the
needs of its expanding older population, as it was among the
first in the country to see the beginning of a dementia-specific
day center in 1984. The area includes a variety of programs and
services targeted at those older than age 50.  

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at UK offers
educational and enrichment courses, forums, shared interest

groups, trips, events and more for adults 50 years and older.
More than 1,300 adult learners participate annually. The Uni-
versity of Kentucky has been at the forefront nationally in life-
long learning since 1964. OLLI at UK is a membership program
with an annual fee of $35. For more information, visit
www.uky.edu/olli/about. In addition, the Donovan Scholarship
pays tuition and mandatory course fees for adults 65 years and
older, taking academic courses at the UK. The scholarship is
available for courses held on campus and limited availability
for UK online classes. 

From adult day-care services to retirement planning to re-
tirement communities/nursing homes within the Commerce
Lexington Inc. membership, search on-line for more senior
services at http://web.commercelexington.com/search.

Commerce Lexington Inc. Member Senior Living Facilities:
The Breckinridge
2109 Cornerstone Drive, Lexington, KY  40509
Phone: (859) 543-9445
www.thebreckinridge.com

Bridgepointe at Ashgrove Woods
5220 Grey Oak Lane, Nicholasville, KY  40356
Phone: (859) 885-3000
www.bridgepointeassistedcare.com

Cedarhurst of Beaumont
1165 Monarch St., Lexington, KY  40513
Phone: (859) 475-0870
www.cedarhurstliving.com

Hicks Golden Years Nursing Home
1901 Highway 90, Monticello, KY  42633
Phone: (606) 348-6034

Highgrove at Tates Creek
4251 Saron Drive, Lexington, KY  40515
Phone: (859) 245-0100
www.highgroveattatescreek.com

Hometown Manor Assisted Living Communities
Phone: (859) 229-5915
www.hometownmanor.com

Liberty Ridge Senior Living
701 Liberty Ridge Lane, Lexington, KY  40509
Phone: (859) 543-9449
www.libertyridge.com

Mayfair Village Retirement Community
3310 Tates Creek Rd., Lexington, KY  40502-3464
Phone: (859) 266-2129
www.mayfairseniors.com

McCready Manor, Inc.
300 Stocker Dr., Richmond, KY 40475
Phone: (859) 625-1400
www.standrewsplace.org

Morning Pointe of Lexington
233 Ruccio Way, Lexington, KY  40503
Phone: (859) 554-0060
www.morningpointe.com

Morning Pointe of Lexington – East
150 Shoreside Drive, Lexington, KY  40515
Phone: (859) 721-0350
www.morningpointe.com

Pleasant Meadow Assisted Living
2141 Executive Drive, Lexington, KY  40505
Phone: (859) 317-8439
www.mypleasantmeadow.com

Preston Greens Senior Living
1825 Little Herb Way, Lexington, KY  40509
Phone: (859) 274-4214
www.prestongreensseniorliving.com

Richmond Place Senior Living
3051 Rio Dosa Drive, Lexington, KY  40509
Phone: (859) 269-6308
www.richmondplaceseniorliving.com

Sayre Christian Village
3775 Belleau Wood Dr., Lexington, KY  40517
Phone: (859) 271-9000
www.sayrechristianvillage.org

Trent Village Senior Housing
1393 Trent Boulevard, Lexington, KY  40517
Phone: (859) 245-0106
www.trentvillage.com

The Willows at Citation
1376 Silver Springs Dr., Lexington, KY  40511
Phone: (859) 277-0320
www.willowsatcitation.com

The Willows at Fritz Farm
2710 Man O’War Blvd., Lexington, KY  40515
Phone: (859) 273-0088
www.willowsatfritzfarm.com

The Willows at Hamburg
2531 Old Rosebud Road, Lexington, KY  40509
Phone: (859) 543-0337
www.willowsathamburg.com
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Newcomers’ Guide

Automobiles
Driver’s Licenses:
The start of the pandemic in 2020 brought changes to Kentucky’s dri-
ver’s licensing procedures, including the ability to schedule appoint-
ments on-line for REAL ID’s and standard licenses, written permit
tests and road tests, and a mail-in option for renewals. The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet has opened several Regional Driver’s Licens-
ing Offices across the state, including one in Lexington at 141
Leestown Center Way, 40511.  The regional offices are open to in-per-
son visits from any Kentucky resident.  For information on current
pricing and the process for obtaining a driver’s license in Kentucky,
visit https://drive.ky.gov. 

Graduated Driver’s Licensing Program:
The Graduated Driver Licensing program is only required for drivers
obtaining their original permit at the age of 16 or 17 and uses an in-
termediary period of six months between the learner's permit and full,
unrestricted license. During the intermediary phase, teenagers will
have an intermediate license and are able to drive on their own, but
with two restrictions on their driving privileges - one restricting driving
from midnight to 6:00 a.m. (except in the case of an emergency), and
a second restricting the driver to only one unrelated passenger under
the age of 20.  To find out more, visit https://drive.ky.gov/driver-li-
censing/Pages/Graduated-Driver-Licensing-Program.aspx.

Regional Driver’s Licensing Office:
141 Leestown Center Way, Suite 125, Lexington, KY 40511
Hours of operation: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
NOTE: Currently only debit and credit cards are accepted for pay-
ment. Limited walk-ins are available on a first-come, first-serve
basis. For technical assistance when scheduling on-line appoint-
ments, calll (502) 564-1257.
Driver’s License Issuance Appointments:
https://secure.kentucky.gov/booking.web/Event/Book/217
Schedule Road Test of Written Permit Test On-line:
https://schedule.ky.gov/Booking.Web/Location/Details/275

Driver Insurance:
An owner may not operate a vehicle in Kentucky until insurance has
been obtained. An owner who fails to maintain insurance on his ve-
hicle shall have his vehicle registration revoked according to statute.
In addition, the vehicle owner as well as the vehicle driver are subject
to a fine of $500.00 to $1,000.00, up to 90 days in jail, or both. All
owners of motor vehicles in Kentucky are required to carry minimum
liability coverage. This means liability coverage of $25,000.00 for all
claims for bodily injury damages sustained by any one person and

not less than $50,000.00 for all bodily injury damages sustained by
all persons as a result of any one accident, as well as $25,000.00 for
all property damage as a result of any one accident. Alternatively, a
policy with a single limit of $60,000.00 is acceptable. In addition, the
policy must provide basic reparations benefits, unless the insured ve-
hicle is a motorcycle. For more information about state insurance
laws, contact the Kentucky Department of Insurance at (502) 564-
3630 or visit http://insurance.ky.gov.

Vehicle Registration/License Plates:
When a vehicle or vessel is sold from one citizen or business to an-
other in Kentucky, the title must be transferred to the new owner
within 15 days.  All motor vehicles operated on Kentucky roadways
must be titled and registered. Vehicle registration is handled by the
Fayette County Clerk’s office, however transfers and registration must
be done by mail due to the pandemic. Instructions are posted on-line
at www.fayettecountyclerk.com/web/vehicles/sellingorbuying/brand-
newvehicle.htm.

Voter Registration
To vote, a person must be a U.S. citizen, a Kentucky resident, and at
least 18 years of age before the next General Election.  In Kentucky,
the potential voter must be registered in the county where they live.
The registration books close 28 days before each election.  Since Jan-
uary 1995, Kentucky citizens can register to vote at the time of vehicle
registration or driver’s license renewal under the “Motor-Voter” Pro-
gram. Because of the ongoing pandemic, the Fayette County Clerk’s
office is closed to in-person traffic.  Please use the mail-in or on-line
voter registration options listed on-line at
www.fayettecountyclerk.com/web/elections/voterregistration.htm.

Government
Lexington and Fayette County merged into a single urban county gov-
ernment on January 1, 1974. The merger was a culmination of an ef-
fort to develop a more cost-effective and efficient use of resources for
joint programs in planning, public education, parks and public safety.
A mayor and a 15-member legislative body administer the Lexington-
Fayette Urban County Government. The Urban County Council in-
cludes 12 district representatives elected for two-year terms and three
at-large members elected for four-year terms. For general information
about city services, call (859) 425-2255 or visit www.lexingtonky.gov.

Mayor Linda Gorton
Urban County Government Center
200 East Main Street, Lexington, KY  40507
Phone: (859) 258-3100
E-Mail: mayor@lexingtonky.gov

Thoroughbred Park (Photo by Commerce Lexington Inc.)
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Public Libraries 
Central Library
140 East Main Street, 40507
Phone: (859) 231-5500
www.lexpublib.org 

Beaumont Branch
3080 Fieldstone Way, 40513

Eastside Branch
3000 Blake James Drive, 40509

Northside Branch
1733 Russell Cave Road, 40505

Tates Creek Branch
3628 Walden Drive, 40517

Village Branch
2185 Versailles Road, 40504

NOTE: Due to the ongoing pan-
demic, many library services are
available with curbside pickup.
People can also borrow and read
ebooks and audiobooks for free
through the digital library at
www.overdrive.com/apps/libby.

Pets
In Fayette County, all dogs and cats
must be licensed annually starting at
six months of age and rabies vacci-
nated at four months of age.  Proof of
rabies vaccination is required for the
city license. Licenses are valid for 12
months from the last day of the
month the license was issued.  A li-
cense for an altered (spayed or
neutered) dog or cat is $8.  For unal-
tered dogs and cats, a license is $40,
with $25 of this fee going to the
LFUCG Spay & Neuter Grant Pro-
gram.  Dogs and cats must wear their
license and rabies tags at all times.
Assistance dogs are exempt from an-
nual licensing.  

Licenses are issued seven days a
week at the Lexington-Fayette Animal
Care & Control office. Be sure to call
first to verify office hours during the
pandemic. There is also a mail-in li-
cense application and hours of oper-
ation available on-line at
https://lfacc.org/licensing.  Fayette
County also has a pooper-scooper
law. For more information about pet
laws and licenses, contact Lexington-
Fayette Animal Care and Control
(1600 Old Frankfort Pike) at (859)
255-9033 or www.lfacc.org.

Post Offices
For other USPS locations, drop-off
and pickup points within Lexington,
visit www.usps.com.

Main Post Office
1088 Nandino Boulevard, 40511

Beaumont Station
1025 Majestic Drive, 40513

Bluegrass Station
3525 Lansdowne Drive, 40517

Brentwood Carrier Annex
1045 Brentwood Ct., Suite 110, 40511

Downtown Branch (Post Rider)
210 East High Street, 40507

Gardenside Station
1729 Alexandria Drive, 40504

Henry Clay Station
365 Duke Road, Ste. A, 40502

Liberty Road Station
2041 Creative Drive, Suite 100, 40505

Moving / Storage
Commerce Lexington Members

Bluegrass Moving Concierge
Phone: (859) 948-6124
www.bluegrassmc.com

College Hunks Hauling Junk & Moving
Phone: (859) 226-0426
www.collegehunks.com

Carey Group
Phone: (859) 885-9444
www.careygroupky.com

Citadel Self-Storage
Phone: (859) 795-2555
www.citadel859.com

Fister Incorporated
Phone: (859) 266-2153
www.vincentfister.com

Little Guys Movers
Phone: (859) 554-5594
www.littleguys.com

Safeway Moving & Storage – Agent
for Mayflower
(859) 266-2153
www.safemoving.com

Saunier Moving and Storage, Inc.
Phone: (859) 233-2383
www.sauniermoving.com

Stor-All
Phone: (859) 263-8877
www.sastorage.com

The Urban Squirrel
Phone: (859) 382-2265
www.storeyournutshere.com

Vincent Fister Moving & Storage
Phone: (859) 266-2153
www.vincentfister.com

Utilities
Commerce Lexington Members

Internet, Phone & TV -
Residential Options:
AT&T Kentucky
Multiple locations in Lexington
Find a store: www.att.com/stores

Kinetic by Windstream
130 W. New Circle Rd., Ste. 170, 40505
Residential: (877) 624-1832
www.windstream.com

MetroNet
130 W. Tiverton Way, Ste. 160, 40503
Phone: (859) 785-1107
www.metronetinc.com

Spectrum
2450 Nicholasville Road, 40503
2312 Sir Barton Way, 40509
Residential: (866) 991-6533
www.spectrum.com

Electricity & Gas:
Blue Grass Energy
P.O. Box 990, Nicholasville, 40340
Phone: (888) 546-4243
Serves portions of Southeastern
Fayette County
www.bgenergy.com

Columbia Gas of Kentucky
2001 Mercer Road, 40511
Phone: (800) 432-9345
Gas Emergency: (800) 432-9515
www.columbiagasky.com

Delta Natural Gas Co., Inc.
3617 Lexington Road 
Winchester, KY  40391
Phone: (859) 744-6171
www.deltagas.com

East Kentucky Power Cooperative
4775 Lexington Road
Winchester, KY  40391
Phone: (859) 744-4812
Report Problems: (859) 745-9300
www.ekpc.coop

LG&E & KU Energy
One Quality Street, 40507
Residential: (800) 331-7370
www.lge-ku.com

Water:
Kentucky American Water
2300 Richmond Road, 40502
Customer service: (800) 678-6301
www.kentuckyamwater.com

Recycling / Trash
City of Lexington:
Residents and businesses with city
waste collection service are provided
a green roll cart for landfill-bound
waste and a blue roll cart for recycling
materials.  To request carts, call Lex-
Call at 311 or (859) 425-2255 or on-
line.  Material placed in the green cart
must be bagged.  If it will not roll, the
200-pound weight limit has been ex-
ceeded. Overloaded carts will not be
picked up.

Private & Business:
Commerce Lexington Members

Central Kentucky Fiber Resources
Phone: (859) 225-8100
www.centralkyfiber.com

Cohen Brothers of Lexington
Phone: (859) 255-5676
www.cohenusa.com/lexington

College Hunks Hauling Junk & Moving
Phone: (859) 226-0426
www.collegehunks.com

Green Metals, Inc.
Phone: (502) 867-7253
www.gmiky.com

Lexington Computer Recycling
Phone: (859) 279-1195
www.lexingtoncomputerrecycling.com

Midwest Metals
Phone: (859) 381-8500
http://mwmcorp.com

Smart Recycling Management LLC
Phone: (859) 447-0681
http://smartrecyclingmanagement.com




